Philosophy of Language: PHIL 517/LING 565

Fall 2009
TTH 9:30 – 10:45pm HU 316
Instructor information
Professor Anne Bezuidenhout
Room 401C James F. Byrnes Building
Tel. 777-6903
Fax 777-9178
anne1@sc.edu
Office Hours: Tuesdays 2:00-4:00pm (in Byrnes 401C), Thursdays 6:00-9:00pm (in HU 401), or by appointment
Course Description
This course will be organized around Siobhan Chapman’s book Philosophy for Linguists: An Introduction (Routledge, 2000). The book is structured around three of the key branches of linguistics: semantics, pragmatics, and language acquisition and it traces the history and development of ideas in the philosophy of language as they relate to these areas in linguistics. We will explore issues, theories and debates such as:

· the relation between words and things

· the relation between natural languages and logic

· the ways in which definiteness and indefiniteness of reference are expressed in language

· the difference between asserting and presupposing something

· the representation of meaning in truth-conditional semantics and Montague grammar

· the representation of counterfactual assertions in possible world semantics

· the theory of speech acts and Grice’s theory of conversational implicature

· the knowledge and use of language and the role that context plays in utterance comprehension and production

· the innateness controversy (namely, whether or not there are innate universal principles of language)

· the debate about whether language determines thought (the so-called hypothesis of linguistic relativity)

Prescribed Texts for the Course
1. Chapman, S. (2000), Philosophy for Linguists: An Introduction, Routledge. ISBN-10: 0415206596

See the weekly schedule below for detailed information about the reading assignments for the course. Some additional readings for the course are taken from other sources. Electronic versions of these additional papers will be made available via the Blackboard web site for this course. 
Learning outcomes
By the end of the semester you should:

· Be familiar with important concepts, problems and approaches, such as ones concerning the nature of meaning, the relation between meaning and truth, and the use of formal models to represent the logical structure of language.

· Be familiar with important philosophical theories and debates, such as Searle’s theory of Speech Acts, the Gricean theory of conversational implicature and the debate between minimalists and contextualists about meaning.
· Be able to articulate ways in which philosophers and linguists can collaborate on investigations of natural language semantics and pragmatics and to explain the different sorts of expertise they can bring to the resolution of theoretical controversies, such as the innateness debate or the debate about linguistic relativity.

· Be able to formulate ways of empirically investigating at least one aspect of natural language semantics or pragmatics.
· Be able to describe one semantic or pragmatic feature of a natural language other than English that differs in interesting ways from the comparable feature in English.
· Have greatly improved your critical writing and reading skills, since the required work for the course emphasizes and rewards critical writing and reading. You will be given lots of feedback on your written assignments with the aim of helping you to improve these important philosophical skills.

Course requirements
(i) Undergraduates
5 short exercise sets, keyed thematically to the 5 chapters of Chapman’s book, will be distributed. Each will be distributed a week before the due date. The due dates for these are as follows:

Set 1: Tuesday September 8
Set 2: Tuesday September 29
Set 3: Tuesday October 13
Set 4: Tuesday November 10
Set 5: Thursday December 3
In addition to these short exercises, you will be required to write 1 short paper (5-8 typed double spaced pages). Possible paper topics will be distributed closer to the submission deadline. This paper is due on the Tuesday before Thanksgiving, Tuesday November 24.
There will also be a final exam. The questions will be very similar to ones that you have already encountered in the exercise sets. More details about the format of this exam will be provided towards the end of the semester. The exam will be held on Tuesday December 8th at 2:00pm, which is the officially scheduled time for exams for this course.

 (ii) Graduates students
The requirements for graduate students are the same as for undergraduates, except for two things. Firstly, instead of a final exam, they will be required to turn in a research paper. This paper should be 12 –15 typed, double-spaced pages in length. It can be on a topic of the student’s choice, with the proviso that the topic picks up a theme from one or more of the readings that have been discussed in class. This paper is due by Tuesday December 8th at 2:00pm, and should be sent to me as an email attachment (anne1@sc.edu). Secondly, instead of a short paper, they will turn in an abstract and bibliography for the longer project. The abstract should be about one page, with extra pages for the bibliography.
Course Grades and Grading Scale
	Graduate Students
	Undergraduate Students

	Course Grades:

Exercise sets. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 30%
Abstract & bibliography . . . . . . . . . .  . 15%
Term paper . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . .  45%
Participation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10%
	Course Grades:

Exercise sets. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 40%
Short paper . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .  20%
Final exam . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . .  30%
Participation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10%

	Grading Scale:

A  = 100-90% = excellent, extraordinary, exceptional, exemplary 
B+ = 89-85% = very good, commendable, admirable, praiseworthy 
B  =  84-80% = good, acceptable, adequate, passable, ok 
C+  =  79-75% = not graduate level 
C  =  74-70% = unsatisfactory 
Below C = well, you must not have shown up very often
	Grading Scale:

A   = 100-90% = excellent, extraordinary, exceptional, exemplary 
B+ =  89-85% = very good, commendable, admirable, praiseworthy 
B  =  84-80% = good, solid, shows promise
C+ = 79-75% = adequate, acceptable, ok
C   = 74-70% = passable, but weak
D+ = 69-65% = very poor, unsatisfactory

D  = 64-60% = marginal, seriously flawed

Below D = well, you must not have shown up very often


Possible Extra Credit Opportunities
I may make announcements at various points during the semester about opportunities to participate in psycholinguistic experiments for extra credit or opportunities to attend and report on Philosophy Department or Linguistics Program colloquia that are thematically related to issues being discussed in this course.
Philosophy Department Facebook Page
Are you on Facebook?  If so, search for "Philosophy Department, South Carolina" and become a "fan" of the department.  That way, you will receive updates about events which may serve as the basis for extra credit assignments.
Class Policies
1. I will not be enforcing attendance in this class. However, I will be monitoring attendance. If you have excessive absences (missing more than 25% of scheduled classes), you will be asked to turn in a synopsis of the readings for at least 3 of the days you were absent. Failure to turn in these outlines will result in the loss of your participation grade.
2. No special arrangements can be made for people to take the final exam at an unscheduled time. No exceptions will be made without the proper documentation of illness, death of an immediate family member, or family crisis. Please do not make travel plans that conflict with this exam date. The semester is not over until you have handed in your final exam on Tuesday December 8th, 2009.

3. Under no circumstances will late papers be accepted without prior permission of the professor. Proper documentation of illness, death of an immediate family member, or family crisis must be provided.

Plagiarism and cheating of any sort will not be tolerated. Academic disciplinary procedures will be instituted against anyone caught cheating in this course. See the USC Office of Academic Integrity’s web site http://www.sc.edu/academicintegrity/teach.html#3 for guidelines about what constitutes plagiarism. See the Student Handbook & Policy Guide http://www.sa.sc.edu/carolinacommunity for a statement of the Academic Responsibility Honor Code and an outline of the Academic Disciplinary Procedures.  (Go to the A to Z listing of policies and then click on the Academic Responsibility link). 

4. Weekly Schedule of Discussion Topics
The Chapman text is referred to below as [C]. All other readings will be scanned and made available in electronic format via the Blackboard web site for this course:

	Date
	
	
	Topic
	Reading Assignment

	AUG
	20
	Th
	Introduction
	[C] Intro pp. 1-7

	
	25
	T
	Direct reference
	[C] pp. 8-27; Mill, ‘Of names’

	
	27
	Th
	Frege on sense & reference
	[C] pp. 27-31; Frege ‘On sense & reference’

	SEP
	1
	T
	The description theory of names
	[C] pp. 31-34; Searle ‘Proper names’

	
	3
	Th
	Kripke’s critique  & the causal theory
	[C] pp. 34-36; Kripke ‘Naming & necessity’

	LABOR DAY (Monday September7) 

	
	8
	T
	Propositions & logic
	[C] pp. 41-55

	
	10
	Th
	Russell’s theory of descriptions
	[C] pp, 58-60; Russell ‘On denoting’

	
	15
	T
	Attributive vs. referential uses
	[C] p. 38; Donnellan ‘Reference & definite descriptions’ 

	
	17
	Th
	Russell vs. Strawson
	[C] pp. 55-63; Strawson ‘On referring’

	
	22
	T
	Pragmatic presupposition
	[C] pp. 63-67; Stalnaker ‘Pragmatic presuppositions’

	
	24
	Th
	Informative presuppositions
	Abbott ‘Presuppositions as nonassertions’; von Fintel ‘What is presupposition accommodation?’

	
	29
	T
	Verificationism
	[C] pp. 72-85

	OCT
	1
	Th
	Truth & meaning
	[C] pp. 85-91; Davidson ‘Truth & meaning’

	
	6
	T
	Possible worlds & modality
	[C] pp. 91-100

	FALL BREAK (Thursday-Friday October 8-9)

	
	13
	T
	Wittgenstein & ordinary language
	[C] pp. 106-116; Wittgenstein, Phil. Inv. (excerpts)

	
	15
	Th
	Austin & performatives
	[C] pp. 116-121; Austin ‘Performative utterances’

	
	20
	T
	Searle on speech acts
	[C] pp. 121-123; Searle ‘What is a speech act?’

	
	22
	Th
	Grice on meaning & intention
	[C] pp.123-126; Grice ‘Meaning’

	
	27
	T
	Conversational implicature
	[C] pp. 126-140; Grice ‘Logic & conversation’

	
	29
	Th
	Explicature vs. implicature
	Carston ‘Implicature, explicature & truth-theoretic semantics’

	NOV
	3
	T
	GCIs
	Levinson ‘Three levels of meaning’

	
	5
	Th
	Pragmatic modulation
	Recanati ‘The pragmatics of what is said’

	
	10
	T
	Language & thought
	[C] pp. 144-151; Whorf, Language, Thought & Reality

	
	12
	Th
	Linguistic relativity
	Levinson ‘Language & cognition’

	
	17
	T
	Innateness controversy
	[C] pp. 158-167; Chomsky ‘Language & problems of knowledge’

	
	19
	Th
	Anti-nativism
	Putnam ‘The “Innateness Hypothesis” and explanatory models in linguistics’ ; Pinker The Language Instinct

	
	24
	T
	Mentalist semantics
	[C] pp. 151-158, 167-170; Fodor The Language of Thought

	THANKSGIVING (Wednesday-Sunday November 25-29)

	DEC
	1
	T
	Internalism vs. externalism
	Putnam ‘Meaning & reference’ ; Searle ‘Are meanings in the head?’

	
	3
	Th
	Review for final exam
	

	Final Exam: Tuesday, December 8 - 2:00 p.m.
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