Department of Political Science

Undergraduate Advisement
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Brief Description
1. ALL Honors College students:  Dr. Robert Rood is your departmental advisor

2. Freshmen (except Honors College): You are advised by an advisor assigned by the College of Arts & Sciences.

3. Sophomores (except Honors College): All first semester sophomores must be advised in the Dept. of Political Science Office of Student Services.

4. Second Semester Sophomores – Seniors (except Honors College):  You may select a faculty advisor from those available by notifying Coordinator of Student Services, Janis Leaphart, by email:  leaphartj@sc.edu .  Until you DO select a faculty advisor, you continue advisement in Student Services.

5. New transfer, change of campus, and change of major students (except Honors College):  You must be advised in Student Services during your first formal advisement period; after that you may select a faculty advisor from those available by notifying Coordinator of Student Services, Janis Leaphart, by email:  leaphartj@sc.edu.  Until you DO select a faculty advisor, you continue advisement in Student Services.

Note:  Make sure you’ve subscribed to our undergraduate listserv, POLINOTE (directions on departmental undergraduate webpage), because advisement information, including advisor lists, dates of advisement, how to sign up for an appointment, etc., will only be disseminated to students via POLINOTE.  Copies of this information will also be available on the bulletin board outside Student Services, Rm. 301.
Philosophy and Procedures

Undergraduate advisement in the Department of Political Science has two major characteristics:  it is developmental, and it is collaborative.  

It is developmental because it takes into account that students grow over time and their needs and focus change.  As freshmen, students are trying to acclimate themselves to the university; academically, they are trying to figure out what they want to major in.  At this time, all freshmen in the college, including International Studies and Political Science majors, are advised by a special faculty advisor who is assigned to them by the College of Liberal Arts.  This advisor understands that freshmen often change majors, and they work with the student to take courses that are applicable not just to the student’s current major but to a large number of majors at the university.   The best outcomes are achieved when students communicate their interests and talk to their advisors about the majors they are interested in.  From the start, then, the advisement process is a partnership between the student and the advisor.

Starting in the sophomore year, students begin to be advised in their major department.  All International Studies and Political Science majors are assigned to the Office of Student Services for advisement for the sophomore year.  Students are advised by the Coordinator of Student Services and/or graduate assistants working in that office.  Many sophomores are still uncertain about majors.  Others are certain about their major, and they need to get very familiar with the program of study so that they can get the most from their studies over the coming three years.  Advisors in Student Services spend time reviewing the major program of study worksheet with students.  We expect sophomores to prepare for advisement by reviewing their program of study, making lists of potential courses, and jotting down questions.  If interested in other majors, students should print out the requirements for these majors and bring this information to the advisement appointment.  Sophomore advisors prepare to meet with you by reviewing your file, often making notes as well.  When both of these things happen before the appointment, students get the maximum benefit from advising.
As the sophomore year ends and the junior year begins, student focus begins to shift again – this time toward serious consideration of just what major courses meet the individual student’s major requirements, which is dependent upon the identified emphasis area(s).  Also, students are beginning to give serious thought to what they want to do upon graduation – Work?  Graduate school?  Law school?   Because of this shift in thinking, students are strongly encouraged to identify a faculty advisor who can best advise them for major courses and guide them toward their future plans. The department does NOT assign advisors TO students; rather, each student selects his or her own faculty advisor.  How?  Periodically, the Office of Student Services will provide you with a list of faculty scholarly and research interests.  This can be helpful in selecting an advisor, as can be classroom experiences.  When ready to select an advisor, students should send an email to Janis Leaphart, Coordinator of Student Services (leaphartj@sc.edu ), listing their preferences (students are encouraged to select one alternate choice in case the first choice for advisor doesn’t have any slots available).   Once they move on to a faculty advisor, students may still seek assistance from the Office of Student Services so they are not losing an advisor but instead gaining a second, more specialized advisor whose skills set and knowledge base is more suited toward their needs.  
Faculty advisors will expect students to know well their major program of study.  That is, it is their expectation that students know what they need to take to meet general education requirements.  If a student has selected a minor, they will expect the student to know the requirements for that minor.  If a cognate is preferred, they expect a student to articulate the desired content area of the cognate so they can help select meaningful courses.  They can be very helpful in the selection of major courses that meet major emphasis area interests and future goals.  For this to work, though, students need to continue to prepare for the advisement appointment, and they must communicate effectively with their advisors. 

So, advisement in our department is developmental.  It takes into account the changing needs of students and provides a system that can provide the right advisor at the right time.  It is also collaborative; for the system to work, students must be active participants.  They must prepare for advisement appointments and communicate effectively with their advisors.  They have the opportunity to select their own faculty advisors, based on common interests, future goals, and classroom relationships.  In the end, the advisement process in the Department of Political Science is indeed a joint effort between the student and advisor.
