Sport Diver, Underwater Site Data Shows Interesting

Trends

By Lynn Harris and Carl Mayler

Mow that resdily available zources
of information have been endered plo
e Underwater Archavology g
Divizion's hobby diver and site data
lazaxs, woe have neached a plateau of
sorls, and a report is underway, Hare
i a sample of some of the preliminary
i miatiorn.

Looking at the types of shipwrecks
wis have in South Caroling, so ki the
miajority we have recorded ane sailing
vessels, dating Lo the antebellum (21%}
and Civil War Years €27%), Cross
references b 4he hasd copies reveals
thist ameast of thee sibes (mainly attifact
seatters) neported by divers are located
in riviers mitler than allshore, So,
come on divers—eehere are all those
steamboaks and affshore shipermeck
sites? Wi newsd o fill in dhe gaps.

As anticipated, most hobby diving
{47%) takes place in the Cooper Eiver,
followed by the Ashley River (20%),
The Ashlcy Fiver? OF course, not all
our data comes from hobby divers.
Blost is through historic cesearch
(725, followed by hubby reposts
{4350 and from site files submitted by
SC1AA archaeologists 122%). The
latter calegory can be misleading since
many sites reported by hobby divers
have subsequently been listed in the
files under the name of the archaeolo-
arist who went out bo assess the site.
Revenily we have been trying to
encourage divers, especially Ficld
Training Course participants, o
submit this extea paperwork zo that
their marme, as the discoverer, will
appear in the official records,

Im berms of hobby diver trends, the
st licenses betiveen 1995 and 19596
wrere issued to the coastal areas—
Charleston area (01 %), followed by

I&

e

Geaufort {25%) and Georgetown (11%),
The majority of oul-of-state hobby
divers comae from Geoegia and Morth
Caroling, with Florida lagging in the
rear,

Since 1989 wehuen we starled
offering training courses, 123 divers
have been cettified. Card Maylor notes
Ehal G2 (805 af these have bean male

and only 23 {20%] female!

Of the total number of hobby
reports submitted by divers, 23%
included maps showing site locations
ancd 15% included drawings and
phdographs.

Ciowaed wiork! Hopetully the
nummber will be even higher nest year
Lizt us hear Toom woul

Shipwreck Types in South Careliza
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