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INTRODUCTION

The Mulberry archaeological site (38KEl2) is a large multiple mound
and village complex located on the Wateree River near Camden, South
Carolina (Figs. 1 and 2). The Mulberry site is one of eight mound
centers within a 30 km-long stretch of the Vateree Valley. Those mound
centers are the most visible remains of a large, near state level
chiefdom that occupied the central Wateree valley between A.D. 1300 and
1700. Although the earlier portion of that occupation span precedes
European presence in the New World, the latter half of that span falls
within the period of European exploration of the interior Southeast, and
there are numerous references to this WVateree valley chiefdom in
historic period exploration journals. Recent research on Spanish
documentary sources has identified the Vateree valley chiefdom as the
famous "Cofitachequi" which was repeatedly visited by 16th and 17th
century Spanish exploration parties (Baker 1974; DePratter, Hudson, and
Smith 1983; Hudson, Smith, and DePratter 1984; DePratter 1988).

Two major Spanish expeditions visited Cofitachequi during the 16th
century. The first expedition, led by Hernando De Soto, landed in Tampa
Bay in May 1539 and spent the next four years travelling throughout what
is today the southestern United States. De Soto and his army of aver
600 arrived at Cofitachequi in the Spring of 1540; the chieftainess of
the town met De Soto on the banks of the Vateree River and welcomed him
to her land (DePratter 1987).

De Soto and his men remained at Cofitachequi for about two weeks

during which they explored the surrounding territory and gathered






