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AFRO 335

Survey of the Civil Rights Movement

Instructor: Kent Germany
Office:  Gambrell 226

email: germany@sc.edu




phone: 777-9587 (Gambrell)






Office Hours: 
MW 3:00-4:30 p.m.

Or by appointment



[This syllabus is subject to change. Please see the course site on Blackboard for the most up-to-date information regarding the class.]

COURSE DESCRIPTION:

This interdisciplinary course is a survey of an era in history known popularly as the civil rights movement. Using a chronological framework, the course will explore the origins of Jim Crow and the multi-faceted struggle against it in the American South and the rest of the United States. Students will be involved in lectures and discussions and will engage secondary and primary sources as part of their exploration of the movement, including sound, film, and digital resources.

Learning Outcomes: 

· In their study of the civil rights movement, students will work across disciplines, synthesizing major themes, while developing skills in written and verbal communication of such scholarship. 

· Students will read extensively from primary and secondary sources to gain proficient knowledge about the links between the citizen and the state, the role of grassroots insurgencies in altering those relationships, and the impact of cultural institutions such as church and family on the process.

· Students will demonstrate proficiency in researching aspects of the civil rights movement and discovering the most illustrative evidence to support their interpretations of the movement. 

· Students will develop an understanding of concepts surrounding citizenship and the way they have evolved over the past century.

READING:

There are three required books that are supplemented by other readings that will be available on the course website on Blackboard. Reading assignments given at the end of this syllabus are subject to change, so being in class is essential.

· Cleveland Sellers, The River of No Return: The Autobiography of a Black Militant and the Life and Death of SNCC (Jackson, MS: University Press of Mississippi, 1990). ISBN 087805474.

· Henry Hampton, Steve Fayer, Sarah Flynn, Voices of Freedom: An Oral History of the Civil Rights Movement from the 1950s Through the 1980s (New York: Bantam, 1991). ISBN, 0553352326.
· Peniel E. Joseph, Waiting 'Til the Midnight Hour: A Narrative History of Black Power in America (New York: Holt, 2007). ISBN, 0805083359. 

Recommended Reading (Not Required):
· Willie Morris, The Courting of Marcus Dupree (Jackson, MS: University Press of Mississippi, 1992). ISBN, 0878055851.
GRADING AND EVALUATION:

· Class Participation: 10 percent (Including attendance, quizzes, discussion, and reaction papers.)

· Major Writing Assignment: 20 percent 

· First exam: 20 percent

· Second exam: 20 percent

· Final exam: 30 percent Final Exam: Wednesday, December 10 9:00 AM
· The grading scale is a 10-point scale. 100-90, A; 89-80, B; 79-70, C; 69-60, D; below 60, F.

Honor Code:

Students must follow the Carolinian Creed (http://www.sa.sc.edu/creed/). Violations of the USC honor code will result in severe penalties. All material or ideas taken from another person’s work must be cited properly, and directly borrowed material must be identified with quotation marks and proper citation. Plagiarism will not be tolerated and can result in expulsion from the university. A good, quick explanation of plagiarism can be found at http://www.plagiarism.org/learning_center/what_is_plagiarism.html. It is also reprinted on the final page of this syllabus.

Examinations
There will be three major exams during the semester.  Examinations will likely be a combination of short answer, identification and/or essay questions. The dates for these exams are tentatively scheduled for the following (they are subject to change, so the student is responsible for any date change): 


First Exam ...............
TBA -  Please bring blue books.


Second Exam ……..
TBA - Please bring blue books.


Writing Assignment
TBA
Please turn in at the beginning of class. Late assignments will be reduced one letter grade for every day late. Papers not turned in at class time on TBA will be considered a half-day late and reduced by a half letter grade.


Final Exam .............
TBA.





Please bring blue books.

Absence from an examination will be excused ONLY upon the presentation of (a) a written, signed, and dated physician's statement that the student was ill, under care, and unable to attend on the day in question; or (b) a written, signed, and dated statement from an appropriate University authority that the student was absent because of participation in an official University activity. Excuses must be presented immediately upon the student's return to class. Make-up exams are generally not allowed. Cases will be handled on an individual basis. DO NOT BE ABSENT ON THE DAY OF AN EXAM. If you must be absent, please notify me by email and by phone (at 777-9587). No early examinations will be given.


Short quizzes on assigned readings may be given at the beginning of each class meeting. Turning in assignments late will lead to automatically lower grades.

Attendance
Attendance will be taken at every class meeting. Missing class may adversely affect your grade. University policy states that absences of any kind exceeding 10 percent of class time can result in a lower grade. If you expect to miss a class for a legitimate reason please let me know before class and please provide documentation after the absence. Each student is responsible for ALL material presented in class or announcements made in class, regardless of whether he or she is present or not, and regardless of whether or not an absence is excused. Attendance is required for all tests and quizzes.  Failure to show without legitimate excuse will result in a grade of F. Excessive absences and unexcused absences will figure into the final grade.


Please avoid coming in late.  It is disruptive and disrespectful.  Habitual tardiness is a bad habit that demonstrates a lack of concern for others.

Classroom Policies:

This is a college classroom, not high school, and there are very few rules except to treat everyone with respect and to avoid disruptions to the class. Cell phone use and message texting are considered disrespectful, and the instructor may reduce extensively the class participation grades of students who do so. 

Reaction Papers:

These are one to two page reactions to questions asked, usually based on assigned readings. They are not graded for style or grammar or content, but are intended to allow the writer full liberty in responding to the question in whatever form that strikes them. See reading assignments for due dates. Reaction papers may also be assigned for days not on syllabus. The instructor will give notice in those instances.   

Major Writing Assignment: 

For this semester’s major writing assignment, students are to complete the assignment below. The work should be 5-7 typed and double-spaced pages with no larger than 12 pt font. It is due on November 21 at the beginning of class. Late papers will be penalized one letter grade per day. Papers not turned in at class time on November 21 will be considered a half-day late and reduced by a half letter grade.

1. Do words really matter? Compare and contrast the rhetoric found in selections from the speeches, writings, debates, and public statements of Barack Obama and two of the following individuals (or others approved by the instructor). Students should identify general themes in the rhetoric and the ways that these individuals talk about things such as family, home, religion, opportunity, citizenship, duty, and for this course, race and rights.
· Martin Luther King, Jr.; Malcolm X; Jesse Jackson; Stokeley Carmichael; Cleveland Sellers; W.E.B. DuBois; John F. Kennedy; Lyndon B. Johnson; Richard Nixon; George Wallace.; Ross Barnett; or other persons chosen in consultation with the instructor (there are many possibilities).

Meetings and Assignments Schedule: 

	
	Topics and Assignments

	
	Class Introduction


	
	Where to Begin?
Reaction Paper Due: What are the three most significant legacies of the Civil Rights Movement? Why do you think so?
Reading Assignment:
· Cleveland Sellers, River of No Return, ch. 1, pp. 3-17. 
· Web Review: http://americanradioworks.publicradio.org/features/remembering/
Listening Assignment:
· Remembering Jim Crow I, NPR Story, [approx. 8 mins.] http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=1138738
· Remembering Jim Crow II, NPR Story. [approx. 8 mins.] http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=1138949
Recommended Reading:
· Remembering Jim Crow, “Resistance,” 268-303. On Blackboard under Course documents.


	
	What Was Jim Crow?
Reading Assignment:
· Charles Payne, I’ve Got the Light of Freedom, ch. 1, “Setting the Stage,” pp. 7-28.
Recommended Reading:
· Remembering Jim Crow, “Resistance,” 268-303. On Blackboard under Course Documents.


	
	How did World War II Transform the Freedom Struggle?
Reading Assignment:
· Voices of Freedom, “Prologue”
· Web Review: “World War II, Segregation Abroad and at Home” http://lcweb2.loc.gov/ammem/aaohtml/exhibit/aopart8.html 


	
	World War II Continued
Reading Assignment:
· Douglas Henry Daniels, “Los Angeles Zoot: Race "Riot," the Pachuco, and Black Music Culture” On Blackboard under Course Documents



	
	How Did Clarendon County, South Carolina Change American History?
Reading Assignment:
· Article on Clarendon County, SC, on Blackboard under Course Documents.
· Web Review: “Bitter Resistance: Clarendon County, South Carolina” http://americanhistory.si.edu/Brown/history/4-five/clarendon-county-1.html


	
	How Did a High School Student in Prince Edward County, Virginia Help End “Separate But Equal”?
Reading Assignment:
· Kluger, Simple Justice, Ch. 19, “Stick With Us,” 451-479. On Blackboard under Course Documents.
· Web Review: http://www.vahistorical.org/civilrights/pec.htm 
Prince Edward County, Bus Stop Interview, September 10, 1963 - Part I (WDBJ Television, Roanoke, VA) http://www.vcdh.virginia.edu/civilrightstv/wdbj/segments/WDBJ04_34.html The 

	
	Brown v. Board of Education Decision
Reading Assignment:
· Charles Ogletree, “The Significance of Brown,” p. 1-14.
· Web Review: Smithsonian Institution, “Separate Is Not Equal”: Brown V. Board of Education.” http://www.americanhistory.si.edu/brown/history/index.html 


	
	The Murder of Emmett Till, August 1955
Reading Assignment:
· Voices of Freedom, Ch. 1.
· Web Review: “The Murder of Emmett Till,” http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/amex/till/


	
	Emmett Till (continued)
Reaction Paper Due: How should we teach the Till murder to the next generation?
Reading Assignment:
· Paul Hendrickson, Sons of Mississippi, Prologue, “Nothing Is Ever Escaped”: on Blackboard under Course Documents.
· Mamie Till Mobley, interview by Studs Terkel. On Blackboard under Course Documents.


	
	Local People and the Montgomery Bus Boycott, 1955-1956
Reading Assignment:
· Voices of Freedom, Ch. 2


	
	Massive Resistance and the Little Rock Nine
Reading Assignment:
· Voices of Freedom, Ch. 3


	
	More Than a Hamburger: Sit-Ins and the Spread of Direct Action 
Reading Assignment:
· Voices of Freedom, Ch. 4
· Sellers, River of No Return, Ch. 2, pp. 18-32.


	
	First Exam


	
	Freedom Rides
Reading Assignment:
· Voices of Freedom, Ch. 5
· Photograph Review: Eric Etheridge, Breach of Peace. 
· http://www.latimes.com/entertainment/news/arts/la-ca-0624-freedomriders-pg,0,4999494.photogallery
· http://ericetheridge.com/wordblog/


	
	Albany
Reading Assignment:
· Voices of Freedom, Ch. 6


	
	James Meredith and the Ole Miss Riot
Reading Assignment:
· Voices of Freedom, Ch. 7
· Web Review: JFK Library, “Integrating Ole Miss: A Civil Rights Milestone,” http://www.jfklibrary.org/meredith/


	
	Ole Miss Continued


	
	Birmingham
Reading Assignment:
· Voices of Freedom, Ch. 8
· Martin Luther King, Jr., “Letter from a Birmingham Jail,” on Blackboard under Course Documents. Also online at http://www.stanford.edu/group/King/popular_requests/


	
	Research Discussion


	
	


	
	March on Washington for Freedom and Jobs
Reaction Paper Due: Should one’s understanding of the civil rights movement depend so heavily on Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King’s speech at the March on Washington?
Reading Assignment:
· Voices of Freedom, Ch. 10
· Transcript of Martin Luther King, Jr.’s speech at the March on Washington , http://www.stanford.edu/group/King/popular_requests/ 
Listening Assignment:

· Studs Terkel, “This Train: Interviews with participants on their way to a civil rights march,” August 27, 1963.
· http://www.studsterkel.org/ghits.php 
· http://dlv1.matrix.msu.edu:8080/ramgen/terkel/a0/a1/terkel-a0a1i9-b.rm


	
	Birmingham 
Reading Assignment:
· Voices of Freedom, Ch. 11


	
	Mississippi: Local People Confront the Closed Society 
Reading Assignment:
· Voices of Freedom, Ch. 9


	
	Freedom Summer: Mississippi Burning
Reading Assignment:
· Seth Cagin and Philip Dray, We Are Not Afraid, Ch. 1, “June 21, 1964.” On Blackboard site, Under Course Documents.
· Web Review: Kent Germany and David Carter, “Mississippi Burning, 1964: Perspectives from the LBJ Tapes” http://tapes.millercenter.virginia.edu/exhibits/miss_burning/


	
	Freedom Summer 
Reading Assignment:
· Voices of Freedom, Ch. 12
Listening Assignment:
· John Biewin, “’Oh Freedom Over Me’: Freedom Summer Remembered,” http://americanradioworks.publicradio.org/features/oh_freedom/ for playback on Realplayer. Available for download as mp3 on ITunesU.


	
	Mississippi Burning and Marcus Dupree
Recommended Reading:
· Willie Morris, The Courting of Marcus Dupree.


	
	Malcolm X
Reading Assignment:
· Voices of Freedom, Ch. 14
· Peniel Joseph, Waiting ‘Til the Midnight Hour, Introduction, Ch. 1, and Ch. 2, 1-44; and Ch. 5, 95-117.

	
	Second Exam


	
	Malcolm X Continued


	
	Selma
Reading Assignment:
· Voices of Freedom, Ch. 13
· 

	
	The Voting Rights Act and the “Crisis of Victory”
· Kent Germany, “The Voting Rights Act—A Contextual History” on Blackboard under Course Documents.


	
	The War on Poverty
Reading Assignment: 
· Kent Germany, New Orleans After the Promises, ch. 5, “Making Better and Happier Citizens,” 104-125. On Blackboard under Course Documents.


	
	Black Power
Reading Assignment:
· Sellers, River of No Return, 155-178.
· Joseph, Waiting ‘Til The Midnight Hour, Ch. 7, pp. 132-173


	
	Black Power Continued


	
	The Orangeburg Massacre
 Reading Assignment:
· Sellers, River of No Return, 204-228.
· 

	
	Black Panthers
Reading Assignment:
· Voices of Freedom, Ch. 20
· Voices of Freedom, Ch. 27


	
	Black Panthers: The Greatest Danger in the U.S.?
Reading Assignment:
· Joseph, Waiting ‘Til The Midnight Hour, Chs. 9-10, 205-275


	
	The Urban Crisis
Reading Assignment:
· Joseph, Waiting ‘Til The Midnight Hour, ch. 8, 174-204.
Major Writing Assignment Due


	
	The Urban Crisis
Reading Assignment:
· Voices of Freedom, Ch. 21


	
	Thanksgiving—No Class

	
	Thanksgiving—No Class


	
	Assassination of Martin Luther King, Jr.
Reading Assignment:
· Sellers, River of No Return, 229-252.
· Voices of Freedom, Ch. 24
Media Assignment:
· Martin Luther King, Jr., “I’ve Been to the Mountaintop,” April 3, 1968, http://www.stanford.edu/group/King/popular_requests/


	
	1970s and 1980s
Reading Assignment:
· Voices of Freedom, Ch. 28
· Voices of Freedom, Ch. 30


	
	Final Class Meeting
Legacies: “Where do we go from here?”
Reading Assignment:
· Joseph, Waiting ‘Til The Midnight Hour, Epilogue, 296-304.
· Thomas Jackson, From Civil Rights to Human Rights, “Epilogue,” pp. 359-370.


	
	

	
	Final Exam


What is Plagiarism?

From http://www.plagiarism.org/resources/documentation/plagiarism/learning/what_is_plagiarism.doc 

Many people think of plagiarism as copying another’s work, or borrowing someone else’s original ideas.  But terms like “copying” and “borrowing” can disguise the seriousness of the offense:

 According to the Merriam-Webster OnLine Dictionary, to “plagiarize” means

1) to steal and pass off (the ideas or words of another) as one's own 

2) to use (another's production) without crediting the source

3) to commit literary theft 

4) to present as new and original an idea or product derived from an existing source.  

In other words, plagiarism is an act of fraud.  It involves both stealing someone else’s work and lying about it afterward. But can words and ideas really be stolen? According to U.S. law, the answer is yes.  In the United States and many other countries, the expression of original ideas is considered intellectual property, and is protected by copyright laws, just like original inventions. Almost all forms of expression fall under copyright protection as long as they are recorded in some media (such as a book or a computer file).   

All of the following are considered plagiarism:

· turning in someone else’s work as your own

· copying words or ideas from someone else without giving credit

· failing to put a quotation in quotation marks

· giving incorrect information about the source of a quotation

· changing words but copying the sentence structure of a source without giving credit

· copying so many words or ideas from a source that it makes up the majority of your work, whether you give credit or not (see our section on “fair use” rules)

Attention!  Changing the words of an original source is not sufficient to prevent plagiarism.  If you have retained the essential idea of an original source, and have not cited it, then no matter how drastically you may have altered its context or presentation, you have still plagiarized
Most cases of plagiarism can be avoided, however, by citing sources.  Simply acknowledging that certain material has been borrowed, and providing your audience with the information necessary to find that source, is usually enough to prevent plagiarism.   

� Document provided by Turnitin.com and Research Resources. Turnitin allows free distribution and non-profit use of this document in educational settings. �HYPERLINK "http://www.plagiarism.org/resources/documentation/plagiarism/learning/what_is_plagiarism.doc"�http://www.plagiarism.org/resources/documentation/plagiarism/learning/what_is_plagiarism.doc�






