



Minorities, Women and the Media

(Jour 311/Wost 311/Afro 398)

Professor: Kenneth Campbell Office: Coliseum 4005B

Room: Coliseum 2034 Office Hours:

T&TH: 12:30-1:45 p.m. T&TH: 9:30-10:50 p.m.

Office Phone: 777-3316 M: 10-Noon

Home Phone: 419-7468 and by appointment

Office email: KCampbell@sc.edu
PURPOSE OF COURSE: To help students gain an understanding of the relationship between persons of color and the mass media in the USA as well as women and the mass media. The course will focus on the mass media’s representation of these groups, including whether and/or how their representation has changed over time, what forces have affected their representation, and the current state of their representation. The course should help students understand and apply the concept of media literacy, that is, to become critical consumers of the mass media, particularly as it relates to the

representation of minorities and women.

GOALS OF COURSE: To develop in students an awareness of:

1. The history of the mass media’s representation of persons of color and women;

2. The possible impact and consequences of media representation on individuals and society; and 

3. How developing media literacy can allow one to enjoy mass media representation and limit its possible impact.

REQUIRED READING:

Anthony Cortese, Provocateur: Women and Minorities in Advertising (2008)

Robert M. Entman and Andrew Rojecki, The Black Image in the White Mind: Media and Race in America (2001).

Fall Colors: Prime-Time Diversity Report. Available at

http://www.childrennow.org/media/fc-coverage.htm

Additional weekly readings will be required. Some will be substantial. See weekly schedule below for examples. Specific readings may change depending on availability and class discussion.

Electronic resources will be used as much as possible, including Websites:

Media Literacy Website: www.medialit.org

Media Literacy Clearinghouse: http://www.med.sc.edu:1081/
RECOMMENDED READING:

“Gendered Media: The Influence of Media on Views of Gender,” in Julia T. Wood,

Gendered Lives: Communication, Gender and Culture (1994), pp. 231-258. On Reserve.
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TYPE OF COURSE:

Lecture and discussion of printed, audio, videotaped and filmed material. Students will be expected to read weekly material before class and be prepared to join in the discussions.

STUDENT EVALUATIONS TO BE BASED ON:

Examinations (50%)

Short papers and class participation (20%)

Reaction papers (10%)

Project or research paper (20%)

For graduate students, the examinations will count 40% and a required research paper using primary sources will count 30%.

EXAMINATIONS: A mid-term and a final examination will be given.

SHORT PAPERS REQUIRED: Students will write three short critical papers based on readings approved by the professor. The first two papers can be no longer than two double-spaced typed pages, and the third no longer than three pages. You may be asked to discuss any of your papers in class. BE PREPARED!

(1) The first Critical Paper must analyze and challenge or critique a reading on a topic listed on the syllabus to be covered prior to the due date of the paper. A summary of the article is not sufficient.

(2) The second Critical Paper must analyze two or more relevant readings that have different points of view. The readings may cover any topic listed on the syllabus. The reading used in the first critical paper cannot be used for this assignment. A summary of the articles is not sufficient.

Readings assigned in class by the professor cannot be used for #1 and #2.

(3) TBA: Example from previous semesters: Identify and state a major theme in the book “Where the Girls Are.”   Explain and illustrate the theme using at least one example from the book. Then critique the theme/book by using examples from your own television viewing habits or song listening habits. Be specific, use plenty of examples, and share your thoughts. Finally, did the book make you think and critically examine your relationship with TV and TV’s relationship with all of us.
Three page maximum.

(Graduate students must write five short critical papers, two in each of the first two categories. See professor.)

Papers must be turned in according to the order above.  NO LATE PAPERS.
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PROJECT REQUIRED. Each student will be required to complete a project

