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AFRO/WOST 308 (Meets with ANTH 391B)
Spring Semester 2009
T/Th 11:00 – 12:15
BA 003
Instructor: Dr. Kimberly Eison Simmons
Office: 313 Hamilton; office hours: M 1:00 – 2:00; Th 9:30 – 10:30 and by appointment; Office phone: 777-9898; email: KSimmons@mailbox.sc.edu
Course Description
“Black feminist thought consists of specialized knowledge…In other words, Black feminist thought encompasses theoretical interpretations of Black women’s reality by those who live it.”

-- Patricia Hill Collins, Black Feminist Thought: Knowledge, Consciousness, and the Politics of Empowerment
“As we approach the beginning of the twenty-first century, it is apparent that the lives of many women around the world have been unaffected by centuries-old struggles for gender equality.  In most places, women are poorer than men, in some places, daughters are still valued less than sons, and a global epidemic of violence against women remains unchecked.”




-- Beverly Guy-Sheftall, Words of Fire
“…black women both shape the world and are shaped by it…[they] create their own black feminist theory.  They come to feminist theory and practice out of the oppression they experience as people who are poor and black and women.” 

-- Kesho Yvonne Scott, The Habit of Surviving 

In this course, we will explore the emergence of Black feminist thought, Black feminist anthropology, and what it means to be a Black feminist in historical and contemporary contexts.  We will discuss Black feminism as it relates to lived experience, consciousness, intellectualism, and activism.  During the semester, we will approach Black feminist thought as a theoretical framework, a type of positionality, and practice.  Classes will consist of lectures and discussions based on the readings and films.  There are four books for this course, one focusing on Black feminist anthropology.  Assignments include writing an autoethnography, journal writing, a midterm, group presentation, group discussion leader, Blackboard quizzes, and a final exam.

Learning Outcomes
By the end of the semester, students will:

1. Students will be able to demonstrate knowledge of Black feminist thought.
2. Students will be able to demonstrate knowledge of womanism.

3. Students will be able to demonstrate knowledge of Black feminist anthropology.

4. Students will be able to identify prominent Black feminists (historical and contemporary).
5. Students will be able to identify core concepts related to Black feminist thought.

Course Requirements
This course consists of lectures, films, discussions, and interactive classroom educational activities.  The course is designed with several learning experiences in mind.  Your opinions and perspectives are welcomed, and your full participation is encouraged in class as well.
It is imperative to attend lectures every week and to read the weekly assignments in order to take quizzes on Blackboard and be prepared for exams.  Grades are based on the following:
* Autoethnography paper based on the Inauguration


10%
* discussion leader






10%

* Blackboard quizzes






25%
* midterm







20%
* final paper and presentation

 (including reflections based on journal entries) 


25%



* attendance/participation





10%
The grading scale is as follows:
92-100

A

88-91

B+

79-87

B

75-78

C+

65-74

C

61-64

D+

50-60

D

0-49

F

Please check Blackboard on a regular basis and make sure that you are using your USC email address (associated with Blackboard).  

All students are encouraged to follow the Carolinian Creed (http://www.sa.sc.edu/CREED/).  For example “I will practice personal and academic integrity,” and I will discourage bigotry, while striving to learn from differences in people, ideas and opinions.”  USC has a very strict policy toward plagiarism where all cases have to be reported to the Dean’s Office and can lead to expulsion.  It is VERY important to list references from websites and print materials if you use sentences and/or quotes.  You must give the proper citation.


Finally, also according to the USC Academic Bulletin, “absence from more than 10 percent of the scheduled class sessions, whether excused or unexcused, is excessive and the instructor may choose to exact a grade penalty for such absences.”  (http://www.sc.edu/bulletin/ugrad/acadregs.html).  This underscores the importance of attending weekly lectures.

I am looking forward to an exciting semester!
Required Books
Collins, Patricia Hill
2009
Black Feminist Thought: Knowledge, Consciousness, and the Politics of Empowerment.  New York: Routledge.

Guy-Sheftall, Beverly
1995
Words of Fire: An Anthology of African-American Feminist Thought.  New York: The New Press.
Hooks, Bell

Ain’t  I a Woman: Black Women and Feminism.  Boston: South End Press.

McClaurin, Irma (editor)

2001
Black Feminist Anthropology: Theory, Politics, Praxis, and Poetics.  New Brunswick: Rutgers University Press.
Course Schedule
Week 1: Introduction to Black Feminist Thought
T 1/13
Introduction to course and semester overview
Th 1/15
Reading: Chapter 1 in Black Feminist Thought


Reading: Introduction in Words of Fire
Week 2: Distinguishing Features of Black Feminist Thought
T 1/20

Autoethnography Assignment based on the Inauguration
Th 1/22
Reading: Chapter 2 in Black Feminist Thought
Reading: Soujourner Truth (Woman’s Rights and When Woman Gets Her Rights Man Will Be Right) and Anna Julia Cooper (The Status of Woman in America) in Chapter 1 of Words of Fire 
Week 3: Black Women’s Oppression and Roots of Activism
T 1/27
Film: Ida B. Wells: A Passion for Justice
Th 1/29
Reading: Chapters 3 in Black Feminist Thought
Reading: Mary Church Terrell (The Progress of Colored Women) and Ida Wells-Barnett (Lynch Law in America) in Chapter 1 of Words of Fire


Blackboard Quiz

Week 4: Historical Representations of Black Women
T 2/3
Film: Ethnic Notions
Th 2/5
Reading: Chapter 4 in Black Feminist Thought

Reading: Frances Beale (Double Jeopardy: To Be Black and Female) and Angela Davis (Reflections on the Black Woman’s Role in the Community of Slaves) in Chapter 3 of Words of Fire
Week 5: The Sexual Politics of Black Womanhood
T 2/10
Film: Black is…Black Ain’t
Th 2/12
Reading: Chapter 6 in Black Feminist Thought
Reading: Cheryl Clarke (Lesbianism: An Act of Resistance) in Words of Fire
Week 6: Black Women and Relationships
T 2/17
Reading: Chapter 7 in Black Feminist Thought
Reading: Michelle Wallace (Anger in Isolation: A Black Feminist’s Search for Sisterhood) in Chapter 3 of Words of Fire
Th 2/19 
Discussion

Blackboard Quiz

Week 7: Black Women and Motherhood and Womanism
T 2/24

Film: Alice Walker
Th 2/26
Reading: Chapter 8 in Black Feminist Thought
Week 8: Black Women’s Activism 
T 3/3

Midterm Exam
Th 3/5
Reading: Chapter 9 in Black Feminist Thought
Reading: Barbara Smith (Some Home Truths on the Contemporary Black Feminist Movement) and The Combahee River Collective (A Black Feminist Statement) in Chapter 4 of Words of Fire
Week 9: Spring Break: No Classes 
March 8 – 15

Week 10: African Diaspora Feminism
T 3/17
Film: Miss Amy and Miss May
Th 3/19
Reading: Chapter 10 in Black Feminist Thought
Week 11: Black Feminist Anthropology
T 3/24
Reading: Introduction in Black Feminist Anthropology
Th 3/26
Reading: Chapter 3 (A Passion for Sameness, K. Simmons) in Black Feminist Anthropology
Week 12: Black Feminist Anthropology
T 3/31
Reading: Chapter 5 (Negotiating Identity and Black Feminist Politics in Caribbean Research, K. Slocum)
Th 4/2
Reading: Chapter 9 (A Homegirl Goes Home, C. Rodriguez)


Blackboard Quiz
Week 13: Ain’t I a Woman
T 4/7
Film: bell hooks
Th 4/9
Reading: Introduction in Ain’t I a Woman
Week 14: Ain’t I am Woman
T 4/14
Reading: Sexism and the Black Female Slave Experience in Ain’t I a Woman
Th 4/16
Reading: Black Women and Feminism in Ain’t I a Woman

Blackboard Quiz
Week 15: Presentations (based on paper topic)
T 4/21   
Presentations
Th 4/23  
Presentations


Last Day of Class
Final Papers due: Wednesday, April 29 (Anthropology Office, 3rd floor, Hamilton College)

