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AFRO 398
Special Topics: Hurricane Katrina

Instructor: Kent Germany
Office: Gambrell 226

email: germany@sc.edu




phone: 777-9587 (Gambrell)






Office Hours: 
MW 3-4:30, in Gambrell 226


Or by appointment




[This syllabus is subject to change. Please see the course website for the most up-to-date information regarding the class]

COURSE DESCRIPTION:

Hurricane Katrina led to the deaths of almost two thousand people, forced over a million people to find new homes, and exposed severe problems regarding race, poverty, planning, and politics. This course will explore Katrina and those issues by setting the storm and its aftermath in historical perspective and offering students the chance to develop ideas about the future of urban areas and coastal areas with a particular emphasis on the role of race and economic development. 

Learning Outcomes:

· Students will gain proficiency in identifying the levers of power that contribute to the development of governmental policies and institutions in urban areas.

· Students will, through lectures, readings, discussions, and research, will gain the tools to be able to identify the long and complex roots of racial inequality and social stratification in urban areas, with New Orleans as the case study.

· Students will analyze the impact of catastrophic events on local, state, and federal institutions and on the lives of individuals, with a particular emphasis on cultural institutions such as family, church, and neighborhoods. 

· Students will examine media sources to gain proficiency in identifying the ways that race affects the work of policymakers, filmmakers, artists, and authors. 

· In addition to an in-depth analysis of the storm and its aftermath, students will identify how the culture of New Orleans and the Louisiana coast helped create multiple racial categories and led to the celebrated cultural diversity there, how Jim Crow structured the growth of southern cities and suburbs, how the fight against Jim Crow and the rise of the urban crisis helped define issues of race and poverty in U.S. cities, how images and perceptions of race and cities have evolved in the 20th Century, and, in short, how geography and the weather have impacted different populations in different ways.

READING:

There are two required books that are supplemented by other readings that will be available on the course website or online. Reading assignments given at the end of this syllabus are subject to change, so being in class is essential.

· Jed Horne, Breach of Faith: Hurricane Katrina and the Near Death of a Great American City (Paperback) (New York: Random House, 2008). ISBN 0812976509.
· This is a narrative of the storm and its immediate aftermath by a reporter from the New Orleans Times-Picayune.
· Manning Marable (Editor), Kristen Clarke (Editor) Seeking Higher Ground: The Hurricane Katrina Crisis, Race, and Public Policy Reader (New York: Palgrave Macmillan, 2007). ISBN 1403977798.
· This is a collection of articles by professors on several aspects of race and the hurricane.
· Through the Eye of Katrina: Special Issue of the Journal of American History. Available online for free. [may require with USC connection].

· http://www.journalofamericanhistory.org/projects/katrina/  
· Various short readings listed on course schedule, all available online or on Blackboard.
GRADING AND EVALUATION:

· Class Participation: 10 percent 

· (Including attendance, quizzes, discussion, and reaction papers.)

· Documentary Film/Audio Reviews: 20 percent

· Major Research Project: 20 percent 

· First exam:  20 percent.

· Possible Second exam: [a second exam is not expected at this moment, but if student performance indicates that it is needed, it will count for 10 percent of the grade, split among the total exam grade].

· Final exam: 30 percent TBA.

· The grading scale is a 10-point scale. 100-90, A; 89-80, B; 79-70, C; 69-60, D; below 60, F.

Honor Code:

Students must follow the Carolinian Creed (http://www.sa.sc.edu/creed/). Violations of the USC honor code will result in severe penalties. All material or ideas taken from another person’s work must be cited properly, and directly borrowed material must be identified with quotation marks and proper citation. Plagiarism will not be tolerated and can result in expulsion from the university. A good, quick explanation of plagiarism can be found at http://www.plagiarism.org/learning_center/what_is_plagiarism.html. It is also reprinted on the final page of this syllabus.

Examinations
There will be three major exams during the semester.  Examinations will likely be a combination of multiple choice, short answer, identification and/or essay questions. The dates for these exams are tentatively scheduled for the following (they are subject to change, so the student is responsible for any date change): 


First Exam ...............
 
TBA. Please bring blue books.


Possible Second Exam

TBA  Pease bring blue books.


Research Project ..... 

TBA. Please turn before 1:15 p.m.

Final Exam .............

TBA. 






Please bring blue books.

Absence from an examination will be excused ONLY upon the presentation of (a) a written, signed, and dated physician's statement that the student was ill, under care, and unable to attend on the day in question; or (b) a written, signed, and dated statement from an appropriate University authority that the student was absent because of participation in an official University activity. Excuses must be presented immediately upon the student's return to class. Make-up exams are generally not allowed. Cases will be handled on an individual basis. DO NOT BE ABSENT ON THE DAY OF AN EXAM. If you must be absent, please notify me by email and by phone (at 777-9587). No early examinations will be given.


Short quizzes on assigned readings may be given at the beginning of each class meeting. Turning in assignments late will lead to automatically lower grades.

Attendance
Attendance will be taken at every class meeting. Missing class may adversely affect your grade. University policy states that absences of any kind exceeding 10 percent of class time can result in a lower grade. If you expect to miss a class for a legitimate reason please let me know before class and please provide documentation after the absence. Each student is responsible for ALL material presented in class or announcements made in class, regardless of whether he or she is present or not, and regardless of whether or not an absence is excused. Attendance is required for all tests and quizzes.  Failure to show without legitimate excuse will result in a grade of F. Excessive absences and unexcused absences will figure into the final grade.


Please avoid coming in late.  It is disruptive and disrespectful.  Habitual tardiness is a bad habit that demonstrates a lack of concern for others.

Classroom Policies:

This is a college classroom, not high school, and there are very few rules except to treat everyone with respect and to avoid disruptions to the class. Cell phone use and message texting are considered disrespectful, and the instructor may reduce extensively the class participation grades of students who do so. 

Reaction Papers:

These are one to two page reactions to questions asked, usually based on assigned readings. They are not graded for style or grammar or content, but are intended to allow the writer full liberty in responding to the question in whatever form that strikes them. See reading assignments for due dates. Reaction papers may also be assigned for days not on syllabus. The instructor will give notice in those instances.   

Documentary Film/Audio Reviews: 

A major part of this course involves evaluations of reactions to Hurricane Katrina. One of the sources of greatest activity has been in creating documentaries in film and on the radio. In and out of class, we will examine some of the fruits of this outpouring of research and creativity. Each week we will review a documentary. The instructor will provide students with a review sheet with categories to fill out while examining the documentary. Students will use those sheets to write 1-2 page reviews of the documentaries, turning in both the written review and the review sheets to me to be graded. Twenty percent of the course grade will come from these reviews.

Research Project/Essay: 

Students are to choose one of the three options below, and write an 7-9 page essay or policy paper on the assignment. This research project is subject to change based on student feedback.

1. What should be done?

a. Students are to choose a policy area and write a proposal to improve some aspect of the recovery. Examples of policy areas are: schools, churches, housing, transportation, the right of return, economic development, tourism, crime, infrastructure (water, sewerage, roads, etc.), preservation. There are many other possibilities. 

2. How have people responded?

a. Students are to pick an individual, a group of individuals, an organization, or individuals in a particular line of work or cultural endeavor and write their essay on how those people responded to the storm. This approach can take a number of different directions.
3. How has Hurricane Katrina affected me?  

a. This option will require students to research their own lives and seek out ways that Hurricane Katrina has intersected with them. I am leaving it broadly defined here and will refine the option depending on student interests.
Meetings and Assignments Schedule:
	
	Topics and Assignments

	
	Class Introduction


	
	Anatomy of a Storm: The Storm Itself

Reaction Paper Due: Where was I during Hurricane Katrina?
· Marable, Introduction.



	
	Anatomy of a Storm continued 

· Horne, 1-47.

· Through the Eye of Katrina: The Past as Prologue? An Introduction by Clarence L. Mohr and Lawrence N. Powell, Journal of American History, Special Issue, pp. 693–694
· http://www.journalofamericanhistory.org/projects/katrina/introduction.html


	
	Media review, Inside Hurricane Katrina


	
	LABOR DAY—No class meeting.



	
	Anatomy of a Storm: The Storm After the Storm 

· Horne, 48-105.

· Recommended to Review: 

· The Bring New Orleans Back Commission, http://www.bringneworleansback.org/
· Louisiana Recovery Authority, http://www.lra.louisiana.gov/
· The Road Home, http://www.road2la.org/


	
	Media review. When the Levees Broke, episode 1.


	
	Anatomy of a Storm: Politics and the Politics of Race

· Fade to Black: Hurricane Katrina and the Disappearance of Creole New Orleans  by Arnold R. Hirsch, pp. 752–761
· Jason Berry, “History and Ray Nagin: Black leaders from the Civil Rights era weigh in on Hizzoner's place in The Movement -- and local history.” http://www.bestofneworleans.com/dispatch/2007-04-10/cover_story.php
· Recommended: Kristen Clarke, “Race-ing the Post-Katrina Landscape: An Analysis of the 2006 New Orleans Election” ch. 3 in Marable, 33-38.


	
	Politics and the Politics of Race continued.

· Harris-Lacewell, “Do You Know What It Means . . . “: Mapping Emotion in the Aftermath of Katrina,” ch. 11 in Marable, 153-172.


	
	Media Review. When the Levees Broke, episode 2


	
	Before the Storm: Who Lived There, Where They Lived, and Why They Lived There?

· An Ethnic Geography of New Orleans by Richard Campanella, pp. 704–715
· Constructing New Orleans, Constructing Race: A Population History of New Orleans  by Elizabeth Fussell, pp. 846–855


	
	The Lower Ninth Ward: Anatomy of the American Dream
· “The Forgotten People of New Orleans”: Community, Vulnerability, and the Lower Ninth Ward  by Juliette Landphair, pp. 704–71


	
	Media Review: When the Levees Broke, episode 3



	
	Before the Storm: Keeping the Water Out

· Boundary Issues: Clarifying New Orleans’s Murky Edges  by Ari Kelman, pp. 695–703
· Recommended to Browse: American Society of Civil Engineers, External Review Report, http://www.asce.org/files/pdf/ERPreport.pdf 


	
	First Exam

Please Bring Blue Books



	
	Media Review: Hurricane on the Bayou


	
	Before  and After the Storm: Poverty and Politics 

· The Politics of Poverty and History: Racial Inequality and the Long Prelude to Katrina by Kent B. Germany, pp. 743–751
· Durant and Sultan, “The Impact of Hurricane Katrina on the Race and Class Divide in America,” ch. 13 in Marable, 191-201.


	
	Before The Storm: One of the Poorest Places in America?
· Germany, “A European-African-Caribbean-American-Southern City,” 21-37. On Blackboard



	
	Media Review: Hurricane on the Bayou


	
	Discussion of the Rest of Horne, Breach of Faith, 200-386 


	
	Research Project Discussion.



	
	Fall Break, No Class


	
	New Orleans and Its Urban Crisis
· Germany, “Defusing the Powder Keg,” 126-150.


	
	Before the Storm--Music and New Orleans: The Culture of Place and the Jazz 

Metaphor

· Reflections of an Authentic Jazz Life in Pre-Katrina New Orleans  by Michael G. White, pp. 820–827
· Michael White, 87-107 in Marable.



	
	Media Review and the Grassroots: Falling Together in New Orleans


	
	After the Storm: Music and New Orleans 
· “They’re Tryin’ to Wash Us Away”: New Orleans Musicians Surviving Katrina  by Bruce Boyd Raeburn, pp. 812–819
· Can New Orleans Music Survive? by Larry Blumenfeld http://www.soros.org/resources/multimedia/katrina/projects/WontBowDown/story_WNYC.php 


	
	After the Storm: Mardi Gras and Tourism

· The Disneyfication of New Orleans: The French Quarter as Facade in a Divided City  by J. Mark Souther, pp. 804–811
· Carnival and Katrina  by Reid Mitchell, pp. 789–794
· Kivlan, 107-128, in Marable.



	
	Media Review: Falling Together in New Orleans


	
	The Housing Crisis

· Poverty Is the New Prostitution: Race, Poverty, and Public Housing in Post-Katrina New Orleans  by Alecia P. Long, pp. 795–803
· “New Orleans Housing Debate Turns Violent,” Dec. 20, 2007. http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0CYYPV8Nlek
· “New Orleans City Hall Protest - December 20, 2007” http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5jvhp4iZFd0&feature=related
· “New Orleans City Council Bars Public From Housing Vote” http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=btC4Uz1YL1A&feature=related


	
	The Housing Crisis continued.

· Germany essay on Blackboard



	
	Media Review: New Orleans Justice; Still Standing


	
	The Volunteers and Voluntourism

· Reading selection TBA based on class feedback.


	
	New Orleans the Beautiful and the Condemned: Footprints and Architecture

· New Orleans Architecture: Building Renewal by Karen Kingsley, pp. 716–725


	
	Media Review: The Real Deal, Soros Fund-supported.


	
	Brad Pitt Politics: Celebrity, Humanitarianism, and the Recovery

· Julianne Malveaux, “What Happens When the Footprints Shrink: New Orleans and the End of Eminence.” Ch 16 in Marable, 243-253.
· Web sites to explore:
· http://makeitrightnola.org/
· The Urban Institute, Recommendations. http://www.urban.org/afterkatrina/
· Urban Land Institute. 



	
	Teaching the Children: Re-Imagining Schools and Education
· Kevin Michael Foster, “Are They Katrina’s Kids or Ours?: The Experience of Displaced New Orleans Students in Their New Schools and Communities.” Ch. 19 in Marable, 295-302.

· “Katrina’s Children: A Call to Conscience and Action” Children’s Defense Fund, http://www.childrensdefense.org/site/DocServer/KatrinaReport.pdf?docID=1421
· http://www.childrensdefense.org/site/PageServer?pagename=Programs_Katrina .



	
	Media Review: Not as Seen on TV.
Possible Second Exam


	
	Teaching the Children continued.



	
	Research Project/Essay Due. Presentation/Discussion of Projects

	
	Presentation/Discussion of Projects

	
	Presentation/Discussion of Projects

	
	

	
	

	
	Charting the Post-Katrina City

· Can Art Help Heal a Broken City? by Tena Rubio http://www.soros.org/resources/multimedia/katrina/projects/NONow/story_ArtHeal.php 


	
	Recovery Under the Microscope

· Routes to Recovery, Kate Ellis and Stephen Smith. http://americanradioworks.publicradio.org/features/nola/


	
	Final Class Meeting

Recovery Under the Microscope continued.

	
	

	
	Final Exam
Please Bring Blue Books.


What is Plagiarism?

From http://www.plagiarism.org/resources/documentation/plagiarism/learning/what_is_plagiarism.doc 

Many people think of plagiarism as copying another’s work, or borrowing someone else’s original ideas.  But terms like “copying” and “borrowing” can disguise the seriousness of the offense:

 According to the Merriam-Webster OnLine Dictionary, to “plagiarize” means

1) to steal and pass off (the ideas or words of another) as one's own 

2) to use (another's production) without crediting the source

3) to commit literary theft 

4) to present as new and original an idea or product derived from an existing source.  

In other words, plagiarism is an act of fraud.  It involves both stealing someone else’s work and lying about it afterward. But can words and ideas really be stolen? According to U.S. law, the answer is yes.  In the United States and many other countries, the expression of original ideas is considered intellectual property, and is protected by copyright laws, just like original inventions. Almost all forms of expression fall under copyright protection as long as they are recorded in some media (such as a book or a computer file).   

All of the following are considered plagiarism:

· turning in someone else’s work as your own

· copying words or ideas from someone else without giving credit

· failing to put a quotation in quotation marks

· giving incorrect information about the source of a quotation

· changing words but copying the sentence structure of a source without giving credit

· copying so many words or ideas from a source that it makes up the majority of your work, whether you give credit or not (see our section on “fair use” rules)

Attention!  Changing the words of an original source is not sufficient to prevent plagiarism.  If you have retained the essential idea of an original source, and have not cited it, then no matter how drastically you may have altered its context or presentation, you have still plagiarized
Most cases of plagiarism can be avoided, however, by citing sources.  Simply acknowledging that certain material has been borrowed, and providing your audience with the information necessary to find that source, is usually enough to prevent plagiarism.   

� Document provided by Turnitin.com and Research Resources. Turnitin allows free distribution and non-profit use of this document in educational settings. � HYPERLINK "http://www.plagiarism.org/resources/documentation/plagiarism/learning/what_is_plagiarism.doc" ��http://www.plagiarism.org/resources/documentation/plagiarism/learning/what_is_plagiarism.doc�






