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(Registration: 8:30-12:00)

	9:00-9:10 Welcome and Introductory Remarks



	Icons and Agriculture: Archaeological Investigations of Origins and Meanings

Moderator: Erika Heimbrook Shofner

	9:15 – 9:30
	Chris Young, Department of Anthropology, University of South Carolina-Columbia, “The Introduction of Maize Agriculture into the Prehistoric Southeast”

	9:30 – 9:45
	Jean Schwab, Department of Anthropology, University of South Carolina-Columbia. “Edgefield Face Vessels in Historic and Modern Contexts: The Re-contextualization of Material Culture”

	9:45 – 10:00
	Alexander Corsi, Department of Anthropology, University of South Carolina-Columbia. 

“The Iconography of Eye Surrounds as Locatives in the Mississippian Period”

	10:00 – 10:15
	Katherine Jarriel, Department of Anthropology, University of South Carolina-Columbia.  

“The ‘Keros Hoard’ and the Village at Daskaleio-Kavos: Early Cycladic Enterprise and Funerary Practices”

	10:15 – 10:25
	Question and Answer Period

	10:25 – 10:30
	Break


	 Oracles, Goddesses, and Mothers: Intersections of Gender and Religion 

Moderator: Keara Goin

	10:30 – 10:45
	Regina Mize, Department of Anthropology and Sociology, Clemson University.  

“The Hidden Power of the Delphi Oracle in Ancient Greek Civilization”

	10:45 – 11:00
	Sasikumar Balasundaram, Department of Anthropology, University of South Carolina-Columbia.  

“Epidemic or Gift of God: Belief and Healing Practices of Chicken Pox among the Ethnic Up-Country Tamils in Sri Lanka”

	11:00 – 11:15
	Margaret Ratcliff, Winthrop University. 

“Milk Kinship: A Strategy”

	11:15 – 11:25
	Question and Answer Period


	11:30-12:00
	Poster Session: People, Places, and Representations



	Laura Cahue and Jessica C. Boulware, USC.  
     “Diet and Health in 18th/19th Century Patzcuaro, Michoacan, Mexico: The Burials from the Ex-Colegio
      de la Compania de Jesus”
Karen Drexelius, USC.    
     “The Cherokee in Perspective”

Helena Ferguson, USC.   
     “Urban Archaeology in Columbia, South Carolina: Museum Exhibition and Educational Programming”
Kristen Hudgins, USC.     
     “Development’s New Frontier: Student Service-Learning and the Alternative Spring Break in the
      Dominican Republic”
Alma Koon, Jamelia Smalls, Drew Norris, Salsha Wiley, Clemson University.  

     “Does Race Exist? A Summary of Opposing Arguments and Methodological Techniques”
Colin Townsend, USC.    
     “Drumming for the Egungun: Examining the Role of Yoruba Musical Traditions in Identity Formation at
      Oyotunji Village, South Carolina”


	12:00 – 1:00
	LUNCH


Keynote Address

	1:00 – 2:00 
	Keynote address by Dr. Marc Moskowitz, Department of Anthropology, University of South Carolina-Columbia.

Title: "Urban Modernity in Anthropology: Chinese Popular Music and its Discontents"

	2:00 – 2:20
	Question and Answer Period


	Behind the Lines: Ethnography Explores Daily Life and Memory

Moderator: Jeremy VanderKnyff

	2:30 – 2:45
	David Wilhoit, Department of Economics, Clemson University.  

“The Educational Gap: How Bilingualism Creates Gaps in the Relationships between Hispanic Children and their Parents”

	2:45 – 3:00
	Heather Boling, John Kuppinger, Johanna McCrehan, Scott West, Department of Anthropology and Sociology, Clemson University.
 “World War Two Oral History Project”

	3:00 – 3:15
	Kristi Roberts, Department of History and Anthropology and Sociology, Clemson University. 

“Pub Life and the Cult of Ale”

	3:15 – 3:30
	Tim Sanders, Department of Political Science, Clemson University.  

“Life in the Restaurant”

	3:30 – 3:40
	Question and Answer Period

	3:40 – 3:45
	Break


	The Global and the Local: Multi-Sited Frictions in a New Age
Moderator: Kristen Wolf

	3:45 – 4:00
	Erin Hunter, Clemson University.  

“Women and the Water Crisis in Senegal”

	4:00 – 4:15
	Colin Townsend, Department of Anthropology, University of South Carolina-Columbia.  

“Examining the Role of Internet Media and Visual Representation in the Yoruba Revivalist Movement”

	4:15 – 4:30 
	Karen Drexelius, Department of Anthropology, University of South Carolina-Columbia.  

“The Court of International Justice and Its Influence”

	4:30 – 4:40
	Question and Answer Period


	Life in the Trees: Primatological Investigations
Moderator: Jessica Boulware

	4:45 – 5:00
	Yoav Littman, Department of Biology, Winthrop University. 
“Effects of Aggression Frequency and Intensity on Dominance Relations Among Free-ranging Adult Male Rhesus Monkeys (Macaca mulatta) on Cayo Santiago, Puerto Rico” 

	5:00 – 5:15
	Lauren Frisoli, Department of Biology, Winthrop University.  

“An Investigation of Pithecia Species in Loreto, Peru”

	5:15 – 5:30
	Audrey Parrish, Department of Biology, Winthrop University.  

“Utilization of Environment by Nine Different Primate Species in the Peruvian Rainforest”

	5:30 – 5:40
	Question and Answer Period

	5:40 – 5:50
	Closing Remarks
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ABSTRACTS

Sasikumar Balasundaram, Department of Anthropology, University of South Carolina-Columbia. 

(Session: Oracles, Goddesses, and Mothers: Intersections of Gender and Religion – 10:30)

Title: Epidemic or Gift of God: Belief and Healing Practices of Chicken Pox among the Ethnic Up-Country Tamils in Sri Lanka

Medical Anthropological literature reveals how world views of people in different cultures influence their perception and healing practices of illnesses. Based on ethnographic evidence, this paper describes how the Up-country Tamils perceive and treat chickenpox in Sri Lanka. Ecological, interpretive, and political economic approaches are used to analyze data presented in this paper. The Up-country Tamils are the descendants of the indentured laborers brought from India in the early 19th century by the colonial rulers to work in Sri Lanka’s tea and rubber plantations, which has since become an integral part of the Up-country Tamils' culture. The plantation system has influenced almost every aspect of their life. The contemporary Up-country culture is largely shaped by the historical connections to the plantation economy and origin of ancestry in India. The Goddess Amman is the center of the Up-country Tamil religious culture and head of the estate, a capitalist unit of the plantation economy in the country. The Goddess Amman is the healing power of many illnesses but she is known for both spreading and healing chickenpox and small pox. Individuals or the entire community may be affected by chicken/small pox due to punishment, angering Amman, purity/impurity of people, being blessed, cravings of the goddess, body temperature of Amman, and not holding an annual festival for Amman. The healing of chickenpox is not an individual responsibility rather it is a community action that strengthens social solidarity both at extended family and community level. 

Heather Boling, John Kuppinger, Johanna McCrehan, Scott West, Department of Anthropology and Sociology, Clemson University. 

(Session: Behind the Lines: Ethnography Explores Daily Life and Memory – 2:30)

Title: World War Two Oral History Project

The topic of this research project is the collection of the oral history of World War II veterans of Pickens County, SC.   Volunteers for the project have been suggested by the Pickens County Museum staff and local military groups.   Student researchers will collect a number of oral histories from these veterans, using individual and group interviews.  Potential discussion topics will include basic training, induction, duty stations, campaigns, memorable military experiences, and discharge from the service (“coming home”).  Possible research outcomes could include museum displays, interactive websites, material for archival collections, and publications. 

Alexander Corsi, Department of Anthropology, University of South Carolina-Columbia.
 (Session: Icons and Agriculture: Archaeological Investigations of Origins and Meanings – 9:15)

Title: The Iconography of Eye Surrounds as Locatives in the Mississippian Period

For my presentation I demonstrate how forked eye surrounds could possibly have functioned as locatives throughout the Mississippian period of Native Americans in the Southeast and Midwest. During this time (AD 900-1600), Native Americans created visual representations of their beliefs through mediums such as copper, shell, and pottery. Through Iconography we are able to break down these images and study their themes and motifs in an attempt to understand their fundamental meanings. I will use Iconography to examine the meaning of the forked eye surround motif, and will specifically assess the idea that this motif is used as a locative. As locatives, they would be able to tell us where the subject of an image is located.

From ethnographic research and Native American narratives, we know that in the Eastern US they held to the belief of a divided world. This cosmos had three distinct realms in which hero figures, deities, and other supernatural beings inhabited: The Above World, This World, and the Beneath World. These beings, and the associated powers, are what are seen throughout Mississippian period art objects. In this paper I explore how the different forms of the forked eye surround become linked with different realms, through both their use on established figures and their surrounding motifs.

Ultimately, I conclude that two pronged eye surrounds represent the above world and three prong or more represent the beneath world. This becomes important, for it helps us to further understand the use of imagery by the Native Americans. 

Karen Drexelius, Department of Anthropology, University of South Carolina-Columbia.  
(Session: The Global and the Local: Multi-Sited Frictions in a New Age – 3:45)
Title: The Court of International Justice and Its Global Influence
The paper focuses on the rulings of the Court of International Justice and the affects of those decisions on the global community. With this focus the global impact of this World Court is assessed. This organization is part of a much larger global organization, the United Nations. Several papers have already been written on the World Court in the past but their focuses are very specific and tend to investigate individual rulings. This paper is unique because it will encompass an analysis of the main issues the World Court has faced in the past and the issues it faces in the present. These issues reveal sources of international conflict, both violent and diplomatic, and this analysis reveals the World Court’s ability to dissolve those conflicts. 

This judicial entity was created in the Covenant of the League of Nations in 1922 as the Permanent Court of International Justice. In 1945 the Court of International Justice took the place of the Permanent Court of International Justice. The overall purpose of this entity is to deal with international law. The rulings of this court deal with complex international issues such as war crimes and territorial claims. In this paper the Court of International Justice’s rulings and the resulting international responses are compared to determine the level of effectiveness these ruling have in terms of affecting changes across the globe. 

Lauren Frisoli, Department of Biology, Winthrop University.
 (Session: Life in the Trees: Primatological Investigations– 4:45)
Title: An Investigation of Pithecia Species in Loreto, Peru
Pithecia is a genus of New World monkey for which many questions exist.  Sakis, genus Pithecia, have been observed in the ACRCTT (Área de Conservación Regional Comunal de Tamshiyacu-Tahuayo) in Loreto, Peru.  However, the identity of the species present (previously thought to be Pithecia monachus, the monk saki) is now in question and some researchers suggest that two species may be present in the area.  

Groups of sakis present in the study site have one of two distinct color patterns.  Some of the groups consist of sakis with white malar stripes around the mouth and other groups have less pronounced white lines and a patch of brown hair on the top of their heads.  While it is possible that only one species of saki is present in this area, the distinct morphological traits of the sakis allows for the possibility that two species inhabit this area.  

Using scan sampling, I observed and collected data on both types of sakis.  I looked at the activity budgets and habitat use of saki groups to determine if there was a difference between the two morphs of sakis in this area.  Ecological theory regarding niche separation would suggest that if the two morphs are different species, there should be detectable differences in their use of habitats and resources.

Erin Hunter, Clemson University, Undergraduate Student.  
(Session: The Global and the Local: Multi-Sited Frictions in a New Age – 3:45)
Title: Women and the Water Crisis in Senegal
Adequate access to water in the third world has long been a development goal of NGOs, governments, and countless development programs the world over.  Water is necessary to sustain life; it is essential in maintaining basic health and supporting food production.  Surprisingly, despite its necessity, over one billion people in the world still do not have adequate access to water. In the developing West African country of Senegal, only 54% of rural households have access to clean water.  Those most directly affected by this water crisis are the women and children of the country; they are the ones who bear the daily burden.  This paper seeks to develop this focus, first by outlining the Senegalese water crisis in terms of access to water and its quality, and then highlighting the effects the water crisis has on women and girls with regards to health, education, daily workload, and income.  The women and girls are being debilitated by the constant need to obtain and transport water, leading to decreased access to education and involvement in income-generating activities.  This, in turn, is exacerbating gender inequalities in Senegal.

Katherine Jarriel, Department of Anthropology, University of South Carolina-Columbia.  
(Session: Icons and Agriculture: Archaeological Investigations of Origins and Meanings – 9:15)
Title:   The ‘Keros Hoard’ and the Village at Daskaleio-Kavos: Early Cycladic Enterprise and Funerary Practices

The most prolific collection of figurines from the prehistoric Cyclades, ‘The Keros Hoard’ is one of the most enigmatic and dubious finds in Aegean archaeology.  Because of the popularity of Cycladic figurines on the art market during the 1950s and 1960s, looters and forgers illicitly excavated and sold many of these figurines to wealthy buyers.  As a result, most of the figurines in these collections are of insecure context and validity.  Archaeologists have long questioned why there should be such an abundant deposit of prestige goods at this particular location in the Cyclades.  As legitimate excavations of the site have continued since the 1980s, it seems that there was, in fact, a large deposit of high-quality grave goods at the cemetery.  Some researchers interpret the cemetery as belonging to a large trading village across the bay; others believe it to be a regional cemetery for the burial of prestigious dead.  Using evidence of raw material distribution, the archaeological layout of the site, chronology, and what is known about Cycladic culture and burial practices, this paper interprets the cemetery on Keros as a regional burial site whose nearby village developed as the result of trade and commerce from the consistent maritime traffic of pilgrims to the island.  From both a Cycladic and pan-Aegean perspective, this conclusion has significant implications for practices related to burial and the maritime economy of the period.

Yoav Littman, Department of Biology, Winthrop University.
(Session: Life in the Trees: Primatological Investigations– 4:45)
Title: Effects of Aggression Frequency and Intensity on Dominance Relations Among Free-ranging Adult Male Rhesus Monkeys(Macaca mulatta) on Cayo Santiago, Puerto Rico
Many group-living mammals utilize dominance hierarchies as a crucial factor in establishing and maintaining the group’s social structure.  Such hierarchies determine access to important resources, including food, grooming partners, and mating rights for group members.  Among primates, a model species in which dominance relationships have been studied at great length is the rhesus macaque (Macaca mulatta).  Rhesus monkeys live in multi-male, multi-female social groups, are a male-dispersing species with a promiscuous mating system, and have distinct dominance hierarchies for both males and females within the group.  In the present study, I investigated the effect of adult male social rank on both frequency and intensity of male-male agonistic interactions across a single social group within a large, free-ranging population.  I also sought to determine whether males directing aggression at higher frequencies or intensities have a higher likelihood of consistently winning agonistic interactions.  Moreover, I explored whether variables such as age, aggression during feeding, group centrality, grooming, and proximity had any effect on the overall dominance system of this group.  I found an inverse correlation between dominance rank and aggression frequency, with a weak but significant positive correlation between dominance rank and aggression intensity.  Additionally, I found significantly positive correlations between both frequency and intensity of directed aggression and win rates for aggressor males.  These results demonstrate that dominance rank is a good predictor of outcomes of aggressive social interactions in group-living primates, while other variables also play a context-dependent role in determining general dominance systems.
Regina Mize, Department of Anthropology and Sociology, Clemson University. 
(Session: Oracles, Goddesses, and Mothers: Intersections of Gender and Religion – 10:30)
Title: The Hidden Power of the Delphic Oracle in Ancient Greek Civilization
For decades, scholars have long challenged the agency of the Delphic Oracle, also known as the Pythia, citing the oracle’s responses as indiscernible and her prophecies as ambiguous. They instead credit Delphic priests with the actual construction, interpretation and/or conveyance of the Pythia’s prophesies, reducing the Pythia herself to little more than a novelty, and dismissing any possible significance of her atypical role as a female prophetess for a male deity in a strong patriarchal empire.. Utilizing historical documents, epigraphic and material culture, and anthropological research, this paper critically examines this long-held opinion and argues that these female oracles, under the guise of passive recipients of divine knowledge, did indeed directly address matters of political and religious importance and also exercised considerable power and influence over ancient Greek civilization, as well as over neighboring polities, for more than one-thousand years.

Audrey Parrish, Department of Biology, Winthrop University.
(Session: Life in the Trees: Primatological Investigations– 4:45)
Title: Utilization of Environment by Nine Different Primate Species in the Peruvian Rainforest
In the Amazon rainforest, there is a dry season spanning May-September followed by a wet season in which rivers flood into the rainforest. Resources in these seasonally-flooded lowland forests along black water rivers (called igapo forests) differ seasonally. Habitats within them are drastically redefined and the New World monkeys inhabiting them must adjust their foraging and traveling patterns to survive in this changing environment.  This study investigated how the primate species resident in the Northeastern Peruvian Amazon utilize their natural resources and habitats during the dry season.  It could be hypothesized that the primates would use swampy (aguajal) habitats most frequently during this season due to their abundance of resources. The field site was in the Area de Conservación Regional Comunal Tamshiyacu-Tahuayo located on the Tahuayo River, a tributary of the Amazon. Data were collected daily for three weeks in June 2008 by walking a 2 km x 2 km trail grid, assessing habitat type and noting the location of fruiting and flowering plants consumed by the monkeys. Seven habitat types and nine species of New World monkeys were identified and their locations on the grid mapped.  Using a GIS mapping program, associations among three variables were looked for, including: primate species, resource location, and habitat type.  It was found that the primates used wetter habitats more often during this season due to a higher concentration of fruiting and flowering plants available for consumption in these areas.  

Margaret Ratcliff, Winthrop University.
(Session: Oracles, Goddesses, and Mothers: Intersections of Gender and Religion – 10:30)
Title: Milk Kinship: A Strategy

Sharing breastmilk with unrelated people forms kinship ties. These ties known as Milk Kinship are a form of fictive or spiritual kin, but in practice, the social, moral, and legal implications are more consistent with natal or affinial kin. An extensive review with particular attention given to Islamic and Christian influences found commonalities in the application of Milk Kinship. Furthermore this paper revealed Milk Kinship as a cross cultural strategy, purposefully employed to manipulate outcomes, promote alliances, and improve social standing. This research shows that individuals create and maintain Milk Kinship ties for personal and societal gain.

Kristi Roberts, Department of History and Anthropology/Sociology, Clemson University.
(Session: Behind the Lines: Ethnography Explores Daily Life and Memory – 2:30)

Title: Pub Life and the Cult of Ale

This is an investigation into a town’s oldest running pub, with a primary focus on the relationship between the staff and the patrons.  The pub itself is an interesting subject, having a different structure and atmosphere from other bars in town.  The flux of customers is dependent on several different variables such as the time of day, football games, university pay-days, seasons and holidays.  Most of the patrons are affiliated with the university – an undergraduate or graduate student, a staff-member or professor.  There is also another type of customer that the bar staff consider to be “regulars.”  Some of these patrons have been consistently returning to the bar for over 30 years.  I am interested in why these customers return, regardless of how long they have been coming. I am also looking at how the staff members treat these customers differently and why that treatment differs between each member of the staff and other customers.  Here, I will be able to find what kind of service leads to “a good tip” and what kind of customer receives “good service” from the staff. But the ultimate goal of this project is to come to fully understand this neighborhood pub and its own local culture.
Tim Sanders, Department of Political Science, Clemson University.
(Session: Behind the Lines: Ethnography Explores Daily Life and Memory – 2:30)

Title: Life in the Restaurant
Have you ever wondered what goes on behind the scenes in a restaurant?  This study will investigate a restaurant and how the individuals working there share something culturally as a group.  I will study the employees of Pixie & Bill’s, a fine-dining restaurant in Clemson, South Carolina.  I myself work at the restaurant and have so for quite some time.  I will research my fellow employees through participant observation and ethnographic interviewing both at work and outside of the workplace.  My research will explain what goes on behind the doors, the tricks of the trade, and how working at a restaurant differs from any other job.  I have found that some people work in the restaurant because they like the food, and like being around the atmosphere.  Some people work in the restaurant because the hours are good and the money is even better.  Why is that?  Ultimately, my research will give an insider perspective of life in the restaurant.

Jean Schwab, Department of Anthropology, University of South Carolina-Columbia.
(Session: Icons and Agriculture: Archaeological Investigations of Origins and Meanings – 9:15)

Title: Edgefield Face Vessels in Historic and Modern Contexts: The Re-contextualization of Material Culture
In my paper, I use Southern face vessels as a means to examine the re-use and re-contextualization of material culture by different social groups.  In order to examine the changing meanings of face vessels over time, I explore questions related both to 19th
century vessels and modern vessels.  First, through comparing measurements of historic face vessels and non-face vessels, I aim to clarify the relationship of applied clay faces to vessel
functionality.  Second, I explore why modern potters make face vessels, and how modern face vessels fit within the context of what is considered traditional pottery.   Finally, I address why modern face vessels became a collectors’ item for sale when most likely the enslaved people making them in Edgefield made them as personal items.
Colin Townsend, Department of Anthropology, University of South Carolina-Columbia.
(Session: The Global and the Local: Multi-Sited Frictions in a New Age – 3:45)
Title: Examining the Role of Internet Media and Visual Representation in the Yoruba Revivalist Movement
Oyotunji Village, South Carolina, exists as a spiritual, political, and geographical center for the Yoruba revivalist movement in North America.  Throughout the community’s forty-year existence, many members have gone on to start satellite communities in major metropolitan areas including Milwaukee, New York, and Los Angeles. In order to keep these satellite communities informed of the events taking place at Oyotunji Village, a bi-monthly news program, “Inside Oyotunji,” is recorded and posted to various social networking sites such as YouTube and MySpace.

I examine the ways intangible concepts such as spirituality, ideology, and collective memory are represented through this visual form and the (dis)advantages such a representation has versus written texts. Through a combination of internet-based research and fieldwork conducted at Oyotunji Village, I explore several research questions.  Is a video broadcast a more effective means of communication than a newsletter or blog post?  What concepts and ideas about Yoruba culture can the visual express that the textual cannot?  How does the visual engage the collective memory of a transnational, diasporic community differently than text?  Finally, what do these discursive practices tell us about the implications of materiality in the age of the internet and globalization?  

David Wilhoit, Departments of Economics and Anthropology/Sociology,  Clemson University.
(Session: Behind the Lines: Ethnography Explores Daily Life and Memory – 2:30)
Title: The Educational Gap: How Bilingualism Creates Gaps in the Relationships between Hispanic Children and their Parents
Over the past decade the Upstate of South Carolina has experienced vast growth of its Hispanic population. Those that bring their children with them or give birth while living in the United States are exposed to an alien system of schooling presenting a whole different set of difficulties. This project focuses on both social workers and the Hispanic mothers who attend a tutoring session for their children. It is my opinion based on preliminary findings that Hispanic parents coming to the United States encounter a world far different from what they initially had imagined. They face a language barrier that makes it difficult for them to operate outside of the Hispanic network they establish. The second generation Hispanic-American children are often put in the position of translator and societal mediator. Some have been known to take advantage of parents who have not mastered the English language by controlling the translation. The goal of this investigation is to provide an overview of the various issues encountered by Hispanic parents with children in the public schooling system of Upstate South Carolina. 

Chris Young, Department of Anthropology, University of South Carolina-Columbia.

(Session: Icons and Agriculture: Archaeological Investigations of Origins and Meanings – 9:15)

Title: The Introduction of Maize Agriculture into the Prehistoric Southeast
How did maize (zea mays) make the transition from a crop cultivated only in small quantities to become a staple food source of prehistoric North America? The purpose of this paper and presentation will be to show how and where maize made its way into the North American landscape. Much of my research will focus on the southeastern portion of the United States and how maize production migrated into other parts of the New World. I will discuss the diet of Native American cultures of the southeast prior to the adoption of maize as a primary food source and the impact that maize had on changing the social, political and hegemonic balance throughout Native North America. I will discuss the “Three Sisters” of early North and South America to give a better understanding of the diet of the prehistoric cultures and present how technology had to be invented and needed to evolve to produce the desired crop. I will open up possibilities of where maize actually arrived from, Meso-America or form the Caribbean coast of South America.

Poster Session – 11:30

ABSTRACTS

Laura Cahue and Jessica C. Boulware, Department of Anthropology, University of South Carolina.

Title: Diet and Health in 18th/19th Century Patzcuaro, Michoacan, Mexico: The Burials from the Ex-Colegio de la Compania de Jesus
The skeletal remains from the 18th/19th century Ex-Colegio de la Compania de Jesus in Patzcuaro, Michoacan, Mexico present a unique opportunity to relate paleopathological conditions to sociopolitical and economic responses of Colonial Period populations to environmental change and shifts in food resources.  Amond the paleopathological conditions observed in these individuals, we focus on spina bifida occulta, osteoarthritic degenerative diseases and dental pathologies.  When contextualized using epidemiologic, paleoclimatic and dietary data, these paleopathologies reveal that living in Catholic Church institutions did not guarantee good health.

Karen Drexelius, Department of Anthropology, University of South Carolina-Columbia.

Title: The Cherokee in Perspective
This poster focuses on the Native American group known as the Cherokees. The purpose of this piece is to analyze the differences in the presentation of the record of this tribe.   By combining interviews with accepted resources on the group’s history a clear picture of the Cherokee tribe’s past is created.  This poster then brings a new perspective to the understanding of the Cherokee’s record by comparing the academic community and the Cherokee group’s view of that past.  Disparities between these two accounts are revealed and analyzed. Clearly both types of accounts are influenced by individuals and events from the past. In addition to comparing the views of the two groups mentioned above, this paper also centers on the observations from The Museum of the Cherokee Indian in Cherokee, North Carolina.  

This museum provides information on what events are considered the most important to the Cherokee and which facts are currently being passed on to the next generation. The combination of accepted resources, interviews, and observations of how Cherokee history is presented to the public is used to build a clear picture of the account of this Native American group. The Cherokee tribe has a complex history that is filled with tragedies and triumphs, and it is one of the most well known histories of Native Americans in the United States.  This poster details the history of the Cherokee tribe and examines differences within its presentation to the public. 
Helena Ferguson, Department of Anthropology, University of South Carolina-Columbia.

Title: Urban Archaeology in Columbia, South Carolina: Museum Exhibition and Educational Programming
The museum exhibit “Urban Archaeology in Columbia, South Carolina” is scheduled to open in July 2009 at the McKissick Museum.  The exhibit will highlight fundamentals of urban archaeology in South Carolina and how it has been applied at some of Columbia’s historic properties.  The museum visitor will get better acquainted with tools and terminology used within the field of archaeology.  In addition to fundamentals, the exhibit will discuss and display artifacts from Historic Columbia Foundations archaeological collection.  One of the goals of the exhibit is for the visitor to leave with a better understanding about how archaeology is used interpretively.  Emphasis on the importance urban archaeology is in the preservation of Columbia’s historic properties will also be a strong take away message for the exhibit.  In addition to the exhibit itself, educational programming will be available for teachers to provide supplemental resources for grades with an archaeological/anthropological component to curriculums.  The close proximity of the exhibit and Historic Columbia Foundation’s properties will provide a unique educational experience for school groups, including home schools, as well as other visitors.  In addition to the designed educational resources available through out the duration of the exhibit, additional educational programs are proposed for Archaeology Month (October) in South Carolina.  The purpose of the exhibit and educational programming is to increase awareness of the importance and value archaeology has played and is still playing in Columbia’s historic community.  Education is the key to the future support of archaeological endeavors; this exhibit seeks to provide a vital resource for this task.

Kristen Hudgins, Department of Anthropology, University of South Carolina-Columbia.

Title: Development’s New Frontier: Student Service-Learning and the Alternative           

Spring Break in the Dominican Republic
This project examines the role of voluntourism (volunteer tourism) in a batey in the Dominican Republic. U.S. based student service-learning groups provide support in the way of small-scale community development through alternative spring and winter breaks. Projects include supporting grassroots initiatives, building houses, and a well project among others. Recognizing that student based service-learning plays an important role as a development strategy in this community and others around the world; issues of community participation, sustainability, and equity are explored.
Alma Koon, Jamelia Smalls, Drew Norris, Salsha Wiley, Department of Anthropology and Sociology, Clemson University. 
Title: Does Race Exist? A Summary of Opposing Arguments and Methodological Techniques
In this article we attempt to address three core topics.  First, we assess the debate over whether or not race is socially created or if osteological markers exist that can determine the race and ancestry of individuals.  Though many scientists debate the issue of race existence, several have discovered biological patterns among racial groups which imply the existence of race.  Next, we review the scope of the race and ancestry issue.  We analyze, via a comparative approach, how it has been viewed and handled in the past as well as currently.  Lastly, we evaluate the various methodologies and techniques used by forensic anthropologists in determining race and ancestry determination.  

Colin Townsend, Department of Anthropology, University of South Carolina-Columbia.

Title: Drumming for the Egungun:  Examining the Role of Yoruba Musical Traditions in Identity Formation at Oyotunji Village, South Carolina

Oyotunji Village was founded in South Carolina in 1970 as an attempt to create an authentic African space in the United States.  The community models itself after the Yoruba of southwestern Nigeria, seeking to recreate the culture politically, socially, and ideologically.  The driving goal of the founder of this intentional community, Oba Oseijeman Adefunmi I, was to establish a place for African Americans to recapture and reclaim their African identity.  In this paper I explore how Yoruba cultural identity is both learned and expressed in a transnational, deterritorialized setting by focusing on the drumming practices and traditions related to the religious practice of orisa-voodoo as it has developed at Oyotunji Village.  Combining theory and method from cultural anthropology and ethnomusicology, I examine both the social and performative aspects of drumming within a religious context in order to show how such practices inform and contribute to cultural identity formation.
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