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Children’s Literature Selections 
 
Five Themes of Geography 
Axelrod, Amy.  The News Hounds in the Great Balloon Race:  A Geography 

Adventure.  New York:  Simon & Schuster, 2000. 
 
Booth, David. The Dust Bowl.  Buffalo:  Kids Can Press, 1997.    
 
Borden, Louise.  America is . . .  New York:  Aladdin Paperbacks, 2002.   
 
Dooley, Norah.  Everybody Cooks Rice.  Minneapolis:  Carolrhoda Books, Inc., 

1997. 
 
George, Lindsay Barrett.  Around the World:  Who’s Been Here?  New York:  

Greenwillow Books, 1999. 
 
Gray, Nigel.  A Country Far Away.  New York:  Orchard Books, 1988. 
 
Hiscock, Bruce.  The Big Rivers.  New York:  Atheneum Books for Young 

Readers, 1997. 
 
Hood, Christine.  Just Like Me.  Cypress, CA:  Creative Teaching Press, Inc., 

1996. 
 Examples of  “Place.” 
 
Kalman, Bobbie.  What is a Community? From A to Z.  New York:  Crabtree 

Publishing Company, 2000. 
 
Lewin, Ted.  How Much?  Visiting Markets Around the World.  New York:  

HarperCollins Publishers, 2006. 
 Great examples of “Place.” 
 
McLerran, Alica.  Roxaboxen.  New York:  HarperCollins Publishers, 1991. 
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McClosky, Robert.  Make Way for Ducklings.  New York:  The Viking Press, 
1941.  

 This book is excellent to use when introducing the Five Themes of Geography to 
your students.  It is used in the lesson plan titled, Teaching the Five Themes of 
Geography through Picture Books, that can be found on our website for grades K-2.  
This lesson plan is easily adaptable for use with upper elementary, middle and high 
school students. 

 
Morris, Ann.  On the Go.  New York:  Mulberry Books, 1990. 
 
Pattison, Darcy.  Searching for Oliver K. Woodman.  San Diego:  Harcourt, 

Inc., 2005. 
 
Pattison, Darcy.  The Journey of Oliver K. Woodman.  San Diego:  Harcourt, 

Inc., 2003. 
 
Priceman, Marjorie.  How to Make an Apple Pie and see the World.  New 

York:  Dragonfly Books, 1994. 
 An excellent book to use for teaching the theme of movement and also for economic 

geography. 
 
Rylant, Cynthia.  An Angel for Solomon Singer.  New York:  Orchard Books, 

1992. 
 
Rylant, Cynthia and Lisa Desimini.  Tulip Sees America.  New York:  

Scholastic, Inc., 1998. 
 
Scillian, Devin.  P is for Passport:  A World Alphabet.  Chelsea, MI:  Sleeping 

Bear Press, 2003. 
 Great examples of “Place.” 
 
Thomas, Joyce Carol.  I Have Heard of a Land.  China:  Joanna Cotler Books, 

1998. 
 
Tunnell, Michael O.  Mailing May.  New York:  Greenwillow Books, 1997. 
 
Williams, Sherley Anne.  Working Cotton.  San Diego:  Voyager Books, 1992. 
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Ziefert, Harriet.  From Kalamazoo to Timbuktu!  New Jersey:  Blue Apple 
Books, 2005. 

 Excellent examples of “Movement.” 
 
 
Geographic Concepts 
Bell, Neill.  The Book of Where or How to Be Naturally Geographic.  Boston:  

Little, Brown and Company, 1982. 
 
Benson, Laura Lee.  This is Our Earth.  Watertown, MA:  Charlesbridge, 

1994. 
 
Dorros, Arthur.  Follow the Water from Brook to Ocean.  New York:  

HarperCollins Publishers, 1991. 
 
Gibbons, Gail.  Marshes & Swamps.  New York:  Holiday House, 1998. 
 
Gibbons, Gail.  Planet Earth/Inside Out.  New York:  Mulberry Books, 1995. 
 
Hopkins, Lee Bennett.  GOT Geography!.  New York:  HarperCollins, 2006. 
 
Knowlton, Jack.  Geography from A to Z:  A Picture Glossary.  New York:  

HarperCollins Publishers, 1988. 
 
Kurjian, Judi.  In My Own Backyard.  Watertown, MA:  Charlesbridge, 1993. 
 Describes changes in a landscape during various geological periods. 
 
Lauber, Patricia.  Seeing Earth from Space.  New York:  Orchard Books, 

1990. 
 
Malone, Pat.  Wind Power.  Washington, D.C.:  National Geographic Society, 

2001. 
 
Rockwell, Anne.  Our Earth.  San Diego:  Voyager Books, 1998. 
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Smith, David J.  If the World were a Village:  A Book about the World’s 
People.  Tonawanda, New York:  Kids Can Press, Ltd., 2002. 

 
Taylor, Barbara.  The Earth: The Geography of our World.  New York:  

Kingfisher, 2001. 
 
Taylor, Barbara.  Rivers and Oceans.  New York:  Kingfisher, 1993. 
 
The Usborne Encyclopedia of Planet Earth.  New York:  Scholastic, Inc., 
1999. 
 
Map Elements (TALDOGS)/ Teaching Maps and Globes 
Chambers, Catherine.  Hello Out There!  All About Maps.  New York:  

Franklin Watts, 1997. 
 
Cicciarelli, Joellyn Thrall.  Maps.  Cypress, CA:  Creative Teaching Press, 

1996. 
 
Karas, G. Brian.  On Earth.  New York:  G.P. Putnam’s Sons, 2005. 
 
Knowlton, Jack.  Maps & Globes.  New York:  HarperCollins Children’s Books, 

1985. 
 
Leedy, Loreen.  Mapping Penny’s World.  New York:  Scholastic, Inc., 2000. 
 
Nunn, Tamara.  My Global Address.  Cypress, CA:  Creative Teaching Press, 

Inc., 1996. 
 
Rabe, Tish.  There’s a Map on My Lap!  All About Maps.  New York:  Random 

House, 2002. 
 
Treays, Rebecca.  My Town.  England, Usborne Publishing Ltd., 1998. 
 
Walters, Virginia.  Are We There Yet, Daddy?  New York:  Puffin Books, 

1999. 
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Williams, Rozanne Lanczak.  Can You Read A Map?  Cypress, CA:  Creative 
Teaching Press, Inc., 1996. 

 
Young, Karen Romano.  Small Worlds:  Maps and Mapmaking.  New York:  

Scholastic, Inc., 2002. 
 
 
Mental Mapping 
Fanelli, Sara.  My Map Book.  Hong Kong:  Harper Collins Publishers, 1995. 
 
Hennessy, B.G.  The Once Upon a Time Map Book.  Cambridge:  Candlewick 

Press, 1999. 
 
Johnson, Crockett.  Harold and the Purple Crayon.  USA:  Harper Collins 

Publishers, 1955. 
 There is a lesson plan that uses this book to introduce the idea of mental mapping to 

your students.  The lesson is found on our website for grades K-2, but can easily be 
adapted for older students. 

 
 
Spatial Perspective/Regions 
Cherry, Lynne.  The Armadillo From Amarillo.  San Diego: A Gulliver Green 

Book, 1994. 
 
Chesanow, Neil.  Where Do I Live?  Hauppauge, NY:  Barron’s, 1995. 
 
Sweeney, Joan.  Me on the Map.  New York:  Dragonfly Books, 1996. 
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Big Books: 
 
Callella, Trish, Marcia Fries, Kimberly Jordano and Renee Keeler.  Barney 

Bear, World Traveler.  Cypress, CA:  Creative Teaching Press, 1996. 
 
Goodman, Susan E.  Pilgrims of Plymouth.  Washington, D.C.:  National 

Geographic Society, 1999. 
 Included Teacher’s Guide. 
 
Johnson, Angela and Peter Catalamotto.  The Rolling Store.  New York:  

Harcourt Brace, Inc., 1997. 
 
Marzollo, Jean.  In 1776.  New York:  Harcourt Brace and Company, 1994. 
 
McCloskey, Robert.  Make Way for Ducklings.  New York:  Puffin Press, 1969. 
 
McGuire, Richard.  Night Becomes Day.  New York:  Harcourt Brace and 

Company, 1994. 
 
Schuett, Stacey.  Somewhere in the World Right Now.  New York:  Harcourt 

Brace and Company, 1995. 
 
Williams, Rozanne Lanczak.  The World in a Supermarket.  Cypress, CA:  

Creative Teaching Press, 1996. 
 
 
Miscellaneous: 
Annan, Nane.  The United Nations:  Come Along with Me!  New York:  The 

American Forum for Global Education, 2000. 
 
Ashcroft, Minnie.  World Regions:  East Asia.  Washington, D.C.:  National 

Geographic Society, 2003. 
 
Coulter, Laurie.  Secrets in Stone:  All About Maya Hieroglyphs.  Boston:  

Little, Brown and Company, 2001. 
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Earle, Sylvia A.  Dive!  My Adventures in the Deep Frontier.  New York:  
Scholastic, Inc., 1999. 

 
Everyday Life in the Ancient World.  New York:  Kingfisher, 2002. 
 
Fifty Simply Things Kids Can Do to Save the Earth.  New York: Scholastic, 

Inc., 1990. 
 
Glicksman, Jane.  Cool Geography:  Miles of Maps, Wild Adventures, Fun 

Activities, Facts from Around the World, and More!  United States:  
Price Stern Sloan, Inc., 1998. 

 
Harrington, Holly.  The Adventures of Julia and Robbie, The Disaster Twins.  

FEMA, 1999. 
 
Haslam, Andrew and Alexandra Parsons.  Ancient Egypt.  New York:  Two-Can 

Publishing, Ltd., 1995. 
 
Hartmann, Wendy.  One Sun Rises:  An African Wildlife Counting Book.  New 

York:  Dutton Children’s Books, 1994. 
 
Holub, Joan.  Geogra-Fleas!  Riddles all over the Map.  Morton Grove, Illinois:  

Albert Whitman & Company, 2004. 
 
Loredo, Betsy.  The Explorers Club:  Storm at the Shore.  New York:  Silver 

Moon Press, 1993. 
 
MacDonald, Fiona.  The Traveler’s Guide to Ancient Greece.  New York:  

Scholastic, Inc., 1998. 
 
Malam, John.  The Traveler’s Guide to Ancient Rome.  New York:  Scholastic, 

Inc., 1998. 
 
Njeng, Pierre Yves.  Vacation in the Village:  A Story from West Africa.  

Honesdale, Pennsylvania:  Boyds Mills Press, Inc., 1999. 
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Paulsen, Gary.  The Tortilla Factory.  New York:  Voyager Books, 1995. 
 
Spinelli, Eileen.  Do YOU Have a Hat?  New York: Simon & Schuster, 2004. 
 
Wilkes, Angela and Fiona Watt.  The Usborne Internet-Linked Children’s 

World Cookbook.  New York:  Scholastic, Inc., 2000. 
 
Ziefert, Harriet.  A New Coat for Anna.  New York:  Alfred A. Knopf, 1986. 
 
 
 
South Carolina Books: 
Bache, Ben.  Palmetto Roots.  Greenville, SC:  Homecourt Publishers, 2006. 
 
Bodie, Idella.  Ghost in the Capitol.  Orangeburg, SC:  Sandlapper Publishing 

Company, 1998.  
 
Bodie, Idella.  The Fighting Gamecock.  Orangeburg, SC:  Sandlapper 

Publishing Company, 2000. 
 
Bodie, Idella.  Stranded!  Orangeburg, SC:  Sandlapper Publishing Company, 

1984. 
 
Bodie, Idella.  Trouble at Star Fort.  Orangeburg, SC:  Sandlapper Publishing 

Company, 1992.  
 
Chappell, Ruth Paterson and Bess Paterson Shipe.  The Mysterious Tail of a 

Charleston Cat.  Orangeburg:  Sandlapper Publishing Co., 2004. 
 
Cherrington, Janelle.  South Carolina.  New York:  Scholastic, Inc., 2003. 
 
Clary, Margie Willis.  A Sweet, Sweet Basket.  Orangeburg, SC:  Sandlapper 

Publishing Company, Inc., 1995. 
 
Crane, Carol.  Net Numbers:  A South Carolina Number Book.  Chelsea, MI:  

Sleeping Bear Press, 2006. 
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Crane, Carol.  P is for Palmetto.  Chelsea, MI:  Sleeping Bear Press, 2002. 
 
Daise, Ronald.  Little Muddy Waters.  Beaufort:  G.O.G. Enterprises, 1997. 
 
Hawk, Fran.  The Story of the H.L. Hunley and Queenie’s Coin.  Chelsea, MI:  

Sleeping Bear Press, 2004. 
 
Heinrichs, Ann.  Welcome to the U.S.A.:  South Carolina.  Chanhassen, MN:  

The Child’s World, 2006. 
 
January, Brendan.  Fort Sumter.  New York:  Children’s Press, 1997. 
 
Jerome, Kate Boehm.  Civil War Sub:  The Mystery of the Hunley.  New 

York:  Grosset & Dunlap, 2002. 
 
Kelley, Lynn.  The First Boykin Spaniels.  Columbia:  Berke Books, 2004. 
 
Lyons, Mary E.  Catching the Fire:  Philip Simmons, Blacksmith.  Boston:  

Houghton Mifflin Company, 1997. 
 
Palmer, Kate Salley.  Francis Marion and the Legend of The Swamp Fox.  

Central, SC:  Warbranch, Inc., 2005. 
 
Palmer, Kate Salley.  Palmetto:  Symbol of Courage.  Central, SC:  Warbranch 

Press, Inc., 2005. 
 
Raven, Margot Theis.  Circle Unbroken.  New York:  Farrar, Straus and 

Giroux, 2004. 
 
Russell, Ching Yeung.   A Day on a Shrimp Boat.  Orangeburg, SC:  Sandlapper 

Publishing, Inc., 1993. 
 
Schroeder, Alan.  Carolina Shout!  New York:  Dial Books for Young Readers, 

1995. 
 
Smith, Sally.  Rosebud Roams Charleston.  Greensboro:  Legacy Publications, 

1999. 
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Teaster, Gerald F.  Confederates Courageous:  The Story of the 
Confederate Submarine H.L. Hunley.  Kearney, NE:  Morris Publishing, 
2004. 

 
Teaster, Gerald F.  The Confederate Submarine H.L. Hunley.  Summerville, 

SC:  Junior History Press, 1980. 
 
Thompson, Laura Jenkins.  Joseph’s Charleston Adventure.  Charleston:  The 

Junior League of  Charleston, Inc., 1998. 
 
Weathers, Andrea.  The Adventure Begins:  Hermy the Hermit Crab.  

Greensboro:  Legacy Publications, 2004. 
 
Wilson, Joseph C.  A Mud’s Eye View of Charleston’s History.  Charleston:  

Joseph C. Wilson DBA, 2004. 
 
Yurcho, Shirley.  Colleton County History Coloring and Activity Book.  

Colleton County Arts Council. 
 
 
United States Geography/History: 
Adler, David.  A Picture Book of Christopher Columbus.  New York:  Holiday 

House, 1991. 
 
Adler, David.  A Picture Book of Florence Nightingale.  New York:  Holiday 

House, 1992. 
 
Adler, David.  A Picture Book of George Washington.  New York:  Holiday 

House, 1989. 
 
Brown, Don.  Alice Ramsey’s Grand Adventure.  Boston:  Houghton Mifflin 

Company, 1997. 
 
Brown, Mary Barrett.  Wings Along the Waterway.  New York:  Orchard 

Books, 1992. 
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Bouchard, David.  If you’re not from the prairie . . .  New York:  Aladdin 
Paperbacks, 1995. 

 
Edwards, Pamela Duncan.  Barefoot:  Escape on the Underground Railroad.  

China:  HarperCollins Publishers, 1997. 
 
Fallen, Anne-Catherine.  USA from Space.  Buffalo, New York:  Firefly 

Books, Inc., 1997. 
 
Griggs, Leland.  Posted No Trespassing!  Southern Appalachia:  Meadow 

Spring Publishing, 2002. 
 
Guthrie, Woody.  This Land is Your Land.  New York: Scholastic, 1998. 
 
Isaacs, Sally Senzell.  Stagecoaches and the Pony Express.  Chicago:  

Heinemann Library, 2004.  
 
Keller, Laurie.  The Scrambled States of America.  New York:  Henry Holt 

and Company, 1998. 
 
Knight, Amelia Stewart.  The Way West:  Journal of a Pioneer Woman.  New 

York:  Aladdin Paperbacks, 1993. 
 
Lawrence, Jacob.  The Great Migration.  New York:  HarperCollins 

Publishers, 1993. 
 Using the paintings of Jacob Lawrence, this book tells the story of African-

Americans who left their homes and farms in the South around the time of WWI 
and traveled to northern industrial cities in search of better lives. 

 
Leacock, Elspeth and Susan Buckley.  Journeys in Time:  A new atlas of 

American history.  Boston:  Houghton Mifflin Company, 2001. 
 
Leacock, Elspeth and Susan Buckley.  Places in Time:  A new atlas of 

American history.  Boston:  Houghton Mifflin Company, 2001. 
 
Levine, Ellen.  If You Traveled West in a Covered Wagon.  New York:  

Scholastic, Inc., 1992. 
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McGovern, Ann.  If You Lived 100 Years Ago.  New York:  Scholastic, Inc., 
1999. 

 
Melmud, Laura Krauss.  Capital!  Washington, D.C. from A to Z.  New York:  

HarperCollins Publishers, 2003. 
 
Mitchell, Margaree King.  Uncle Jed’s Barbershop.  New York:  Aladdin 

Paperbacks, 1998. 
 
O’Brien, Patrick.  Steam, Smoke, and Steel:  Back in time with trains.  

Watertown, MA:  Charlesbridge Publishing, 2000. 
 
Parker, Toni Trent.  Sienna’s Scrapbook:  Our African American Heritage 

Trip.  San Francisco:  Chronicle Books:  2005. 
 
Ringgold, Faith.  Aunt Harriet’s Underground Railroad in the Sky.  New York:  

Crown Publishers, Inc., 1992. 
 
Ryan, Pam Munoz.  The Flag We Love.  Watertown, MA:  Charlesbridge, 1996. 
 
Siebert, Diane.  Sierra.  New York:  HarperCollins Publishers, 1991. 
 
Somerville, Louisa.  The Usborne First Book of America.  England:  Usborne 

Publishing, Ltd., 190. 
 
Stanley, Diane.  Roughing it on the Oregon Trail.  New York:  HarperCollins 

Publishers, 2000. 
 
Steinecker, David L.  First Facts about the States.  New York:  Scholastic, 

1996. 
 
Thompson, Gare.  Our Journal West.  Washington, D.C.:  National Geographic 

Society, 2002. 
 
Tilling, Robert I.  Eruptions of Mount St. Helens:  Past, Present and Future.  

US Department of the Interior. 
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Warren, Andrea.  Pioneer Girl:  Growing Up on the Prairie.  New York:  
Scholastic, Inc., 1998. 

 
Wells, Rosemary and Tom.  The House in the Mail.  New York:  Puffin Books, 

2002. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


