Violencein American Society

CRJU 532 (Section 001) CU 203
Fall 2007 Mr. Smith
W 6:00 pm - 8:30 pm e-mail: smithwil@gwm.sc.edu

Office Hours: By appointment
Introduction

Criminal Justice 532 is designed to provide an overview of violence and its impact on
contemporary America. The course will examine contemporary concerns about individual and
collective violence in American society. The course will seek to identify variables that affect the
emergence of violémehavior in differensettings and the govenental and individdaesponses
to the various types of violent behavior.

Students are expectedread assigned matdsagrior to class and to Ipeepared to discuss
the materials in clas$he format of instretion for the class willéa mixed lecture and&ratic
teaching style.

Required Textbook

Thereisnorequired textbook for the cour se. Reading assignments will be posted on
Blackboard in Adobe érobat portable docuent format (.pdf)Four class participation
assignments will be posted throughout the semester, also in Acrobat format, on Blackboard.
Accordingly, each student must have access to Blackboard &ubbe'’s free Acrobat &der
software in order to captete required class raads and assignmentBhere is no requiresnt that
students print off thassignments, that dsion being left to theislcretion of each studein
accordance with persahlearning style.

Cour se Requirements

During the semester there will be a mid-term examination and a final examindtion.
studentswill, in addition, berequired to complete and turn in four short written “class
participation” assignmentsthat will count 25% of thetotal coursegrade. The written
assignments museliurned in on time or pas will be subtracteddm the assignmentaple.
Students are expectedatiend all classes and t@amingfully participge in them. Participain in
class entails advancerapletion of requiredeading assignmentsmely completion bthe periodic
written assignmentad attention to class digssions or presentati® Class participaticaso
requires constructive contribution to class discussikmmduate students have the additional
requirement of resear ching and writing an 8-10 page paper on an instructor approved topic.

The course will operatwithin the guidelines ésblished by the Univsity of South
Carolina as described in Carolina Community. It is expected that you will read and comply with the
full text of the most recent edition of the Student Handbook and Carolina Community.

Accommodation for Disabilities or Special Needs

Students with disabilities or special needs should advise me of any needed accommodation
as soon as possible satleffective and necesry accommodatiomay be made.

Class Attendance

Students are expectedatiend all classes and te prepared to participatally while in
class. Students whovethree unexcused abses or more are subfdo having their final aaorse
grade dropped one fuétter grade.

Readings and Assignments

Students are responkalfor all assigned reauis as well as for anyhar class assignments
and materials posted on Blackboard.



Examinations

The midterm examation isscheduled fovWednesday, October 10"
The final examinatio isscheduled foM onday, December 17" at 5:30 pm.

Course Grades

Course grades will be Icalated as indicated lmsv. Course letter grad will be assigned as
indicated. Final numeric grades will be rounded up to the next whole number before assigning a
letter grade for the course. Numeric rounding will not be made for midterm or class participation
grades.

Undergraduate: L etter Per centage

Midterm 35% A 91 to 100

Class Participation B+ 86 to 90

Assignments 25% B 80to 85

Final 40% C+ 75t079
C 70to 74

Graduate: D 60 to 69
F Below 60%

Midterm 25%

Class Participation

Assignments 25%

Research Paper 25%

Final 25%

Contact Information

Assignmentsfor the classwill be posted on Blackboard. Primary class contact will be
viae-mail. It is imperative that stdents insure that the earhaddress to be used f6RJU 532 is
correctly identified in the Blackboard systeimis should be done bytater than the secondsk
meeting: Septemb&™. | will not send messages to, or accept messages from, multiple e-mail
addresses for the same sudent. You are responsibleftnaving your correct e-al address
entered into the Blackboard system. You should regularly check your e-mail messages for
important class related information and insure that you have adequate storage space in your account
to receive messages and files. Also, please make sure that my e-mail address is not “blocked” by
your “spam guard” ortber filtering softwag. For purposes of theurse, my e-mail adess is
smithwil@gwm.sc.edu.

| encourage and welcome your questions or contact at any time. The best, and preferred,
method of reaching me is by e-mail, but | am also accessible by telephone at the following
numbers:

803-898-9326 (Oftie- Direct)
803-898-9114 (Oftie Fax- Direct)
803-783-9729 (Homr)
803-776-7168 (Home Fax)
803-667-1037 (Cell)

| will be pleased to ma&karrangements to perally meet with youas well. Please contact
me to make an appament through any dhe above methods.



Tentative Cour se Outline and Weekly Class Topics

Class Date

August

September

September

September

September

October

October

October

October

October

November

November

November

November

December

December

29 No Reading Assignment

Instructional Topic: Course overview and heekeeping matters
5 Assignment postedhaBlackboard

Instructional Topic: Violence as a Public léh and Criminologial Problem
12 Assignment postedhaBlackboard

Instructional Topic: The Impact of Violeoe on Children
19 CP Assignments#1 and #2 Work Day (No Clasg
26 Assignment postedhdBlackboard

Instructional Topic: Family and Intimat®&artner Violence
3 Assignment postedhdBlackboard

Instructional Topic: Youth Violence and Bullying

10 Mid-term Examination

17 Assignment postedhdBlackboard

Instructional Topic: School and Campusidence

24 CP Assignments#3 and #4 Work Day (No Class)
31  Assignment postechdBlackboard

Instructional Topic: Gang Violence

7 Assignment postedhdBlackboard

Instructional Topic: Violence in the Workjace

14 Assignment postechaBlackboard

Instructional Topic: Hate Crimes

21 Thanksgiving Break (No Class)

28 Assignment postedhaBlackboard

Instructional Topic: Domestic Terrorism

5 No Class (Reading Day)

17 Final Examination: 5:30 p.m.



