Criminal Law

CRJU E321 (Section 300) Sloan College (S) 104
Fall 2007 Mr. Smith
T, Th 5:30-6:45 pm e-mail: smithwil@gwm.sc.edu

Office Hours: By appointment
Introduction

Course Description: Criminal Justice E321 is designed to introduce students to the legal idea of
criminal responsibility and the concepts of required state of niah¢ repand prohibited

conduct &ctus reus The course will disas the structure of crimal offenses as welsadefenses

to criminal liability under both common law (case law) and statutory law (legislative law)
approaches. The coerwill also address the pact of the Model Pen&@lode on contemporar
criminal law.

Goal of the Course: In addition to learninghe basics of crimindaw, a major goal ohe course is

help students understand the reasoning processes used by courts in interpreting statutory and
common criminal law offenses and defenses and to assist in the development of an ability to spot
issues in hypotheticah€t situations, usingetrules of substantivaw covered in class. Stents

are expected to attend allasses, read assigneaterials prior to clasnd be prepared to

participate in class discussions. Participation in class entails completion of required reading
assignments prior tdass, timely comptéon of the periodic wtien assignments anttention to

class discussions or gentations. Class panifpation also requires ostructive contributioto

class discussion. The format of course instruction will be a mixed lecture and Socratic teaching
style.

Required Textbook

Therequired textbook for the course isJoshua Dresser’s“Understanding Criminal Law”

(4th ed.) Published by Matthew Bender. Reading assignments from the text will be posted on
Blackboard and | will glo periodically post sppemental “class no$&, or other supplenmgal
materials, throughathe semester to assistyour understanding the course topics. Ehclass
supplemental notes and materials, which are required reading and testable, will be posted on
Blackboard in Adobe é&obat portable docuent format (.pdf).

Course Requirements

During the semester there will be a mid-term examination, which will count as 35% of the
final course grade, aradfinal examination tich will count as 40% dhe final course grade.
Students will also be raged to complete falclass participation agsments during theesnester
which will count as 25% of the final course grade. The class participation assignments will be
posted, in Acrobat fanat, on BlackboardAccordingly, each stwt must have access to
Blackboard and té\dobe’s free Acrobat &dersoftware in order to caoiete required class
readings and assignments. There is no requirement that students print off the assignments or
supplemental matats, that decision begnleft to the discretionfeach student in accandce with
personal learning style.

The course will operatwithin the guidelines égblished by the Univsity of South
Carolina as described in Carolina Community. It is expected that you will read and comply with the
full text of the most recent edition of the Student Handbook and Carolina Community.

Class Attendance

Students are expectedatiend all classes and te prepared to participatelly while in class.
Students who have five unexcused absences or more are subject to having their final course grade
dropped one full lettegrade.



Accommodation for Disabilities or Special Needs

Students with disabilities or special needs should advise me of any needed accommodation
as soon as possible satleffective and necgsry accommodatiomay be made.

Readings and Assignments

Students are responsible for all assigned readings, to include supplemental materials and
class notes posted onaBkboard. The four da participation writteassignments musehurned
in on time or points Wibe subtracted frorthe assignment grade.
Examinations

The midterm examation isscheduled fol uesday, October 9" -5:30 p.m.
The final examinatio is scheduled foFriday, December 14" - 5:30 p.m.

Grade Calculation and Scoring

Course grades will be Icalated and course lettgrades will be assignes indicated
below. Final numerigrades will be roundeguo the next whole numer before assigning etter
grade for the course.urheric rounding wilhot be made for midrm or class participan grades.

Midterm 35% L etter Per centage
Class Participation
Assignments 25% A 91 to 100
Final 40% B+ 86t090
B 80to 85
C+ 75t0 79
C 70to 74
D 60to 69
F Below 60%

Contact I nformation

It is imperative that stlents insure that the eathaddress to be used fORJU E321 is
correctly identified in the Blackboard systefhis must be done byrater than the third clas
meeting: August 30. | will not send messages to multiple e-mail addresses for the same
student. You are responsible for posting your correct e-mail address on Blackboard system. Also,
as the majority of outside class communication will be by e-mail, you should regularly check your
e-mail messages for important class related information and insure that you have adequate storage
space in your account teceive messages aniéd. Also, please rmka sure that my e-nladdress
is not “blocked” by you“spam guard” or othdiltering software. Br purposes of the cae, e-
mail correspondenceay be sent to me amithwil@gwm.sc.edu.

| welcome and encourage your questions or contact at any time. The best, and preferred,
method of reaching me is by e-mail, but | am also accessible by telephone at the following
numbers:

803-898-9326 (Oftie- Direct)
803-898-9114 (Office- Direct Fax)
803-783-9729 (Hom)
803-776-7168 (Home Fax)
803-667-1037 (Cell)

| will be pleased to ma&karrangements to perally meet with youas well. Please contact
me to make an appament through any dhe above methods.



Tentative Cour se Outline and Class Topics

Class Date

August

August

August

September

September

September

September

September

September

September

September

October

October

OCTOBER 9

23 No Reading Assignment
Instructional Topic: Course overview and bheekeeping matters
28  Assignment postechdBlackboard

Instructional Topic: The Nature of Crimial Law

30 Assignment postedhaBlackboard

Instructional Topic: Principles of Criminal Punishment and Sources of the
Criminal Law

4 Assignment postedhdBlackboard

Instructional Topic: Constitutional Limits on the Criminal Law and the Concept of
Legality

6 Class Participation Assignment #1 Work Day (No Class)

11 Assignment postedhdBlackboard

Instructional Topic: Proportionality in the @minal Law
13 Assignment postedhdBlackboard

Instructional Topic: The Death Penalty Date

18 Assignment postedhdBlackboard

Instructional Topic: Burdens of Proof and Presumptions
20 Assignment postechaBlackboard

Instructional Topic: Actus Reus

25 Assignment postechaBlackboard

Instructional Topic: Mens Rea

27 Assignment postedhdBlackboard

Instructional Topic: Mens RedContinued)

2 Assignment postedhdBlackboard

Instructional Topic: Strict Liability and Misakes of Fact
4 Assignment postechaBlackboard

Instructional Topic: Mistakes of Law

MID-TERM EXAMINATION

3



October

October

October

October

October

October

November

November

November

November

November

November

November

November

November

December

December

11 Fall Break (No Class)

16 Assignment postedhdBlackboard

Instructional Topic: Causation and Concerice of Elements
18 Assignment postedhaBlackboard

Instructional Topic: Defenses: An Overwe

23 Assignment postedhaBlackboard

Instructional Topic: Defense of Property and Habitation
25 Assignment postedhdBlackboard

Instructional Topic: Law Enforcement Bfenses

30 Assignment postechaBlackboard

Instructional Topic: Necessity and Duress

1 Assignment postechaBlackboard

Instructional Topic: Intoxication

6 Assignment postedhaBlackboard

Instructional Topic: Insanity

8 Class Participation Assignment #2 Work Day (No Class)

13 Assignment postedhaBlackboard

Instructional Topic: Attempts and Consacies

15 Assignment postechaBlackboard

Instructional Topic: Selected Criminal @nses (Homicides)

20 Class Participation Assignment #3 Work Day (No Class)
22 Thanksgiving Break (No Class)

27 Assignment postedhdBlackboard

Instructional Topic: Selected Criminal Offenses (Crimes against the Person)
29 Assignment postedhdBlackboard

Instructional Topic: Selected Criminal @nses (Property Cries)
4 Class Participation Assignment #4 Work Day (No Class)
6 Reading Day (No Class)

DECEMBER 14 FINAL EXAMINATION: 5:30 PM




