Department of Earth and Ocean Sciences Seminar Fall Semester, 2011

GEOL 800 1 credit hour

Course Meetings: Thursdays, 3:30-4:30 pm in PSC 006, with occasional meetings
Fridays at 3 pm in PSC 002

Instructor: Dr. Alicia Wilson, EWS 302

Office Hours: By appointment, tel: 777-1240, email: awilson@geol.sc.edu

The purpose of this course is to learn about current research in the Earth Sciences, and to think
about how you might convey your own research ideas to a general audience. The learning
process begins by listening to a variety of research presentations, and thinking about different
ways to effectively convey new ideas and supporting data. This benefit will accrue from your
regular attendance at the department's weekly seminar and thoughtful review of the
presentations that are made there.

LEARNING OBJECTIVES
e Develop an appreciation for range of disciplinary research represented within the
umbrella of Earth Science
e Learn about cutting edge developments across the field of Earth Science
e Develop critical thinking skills through question and assessment of presented research
e Assess the effectiveness of different styles and methods of persuasive communication

Each week, you will consider the following questions, which will improve your understanding of
the research that is being presented, and help you to see which presentation styles are effective
and which are ineffective:

1. What is the main contribution of this research? What do we know now that we did not
know before the research was done?

2. Was the main point clearly conveyed? Why or why not?

3. What did you like about the style of the presentation (consider speaking style, slides,
and pointer use)?

4. Was there anything about the style of the presentation that should be improved?

GRADING

You are invited to review the presentations formally by taking GEOL 800 for a letter grade, or
informally by taking the course on a pass/fail basis. If you take the course pass/fail, you will
answer these questions briefly (a sentence each) and turn these in before you leave the
seminar. Taking the course for a grade will require that you submit one-page critiques of the
presentation research and one-page critiques of presentation style. Your written critiques will
be due at the start of the following week’s seminar or one week after the date of the critiqued
presentation, whichever comes first. Finally, it is incumbent upon all of you to do a little
background research on the seminar speaker. Read one of their recent papers, visit their web
sites, and at the very least read the presentation abstract before the seminar. Whether you take
the course on a pass/fail basis or for a letter grade, you are allowed no unexcused absences.

The seminar schedule is posted in the "Department News" section of our web site at:
www.geol.sc.edu.



http://www.geol.sc.edu/

Spring 2012 EOS Seminar Series

Jan 12

Jan 19
Jan 26
Feb 2
Feb 9
Feb 16
Feb 23
Mar 1
Mar 8
Mar 22
Mar 27

Mar 29
April 5
April 12

Rob Harris, IODP Distinguished Lecturer

“Drilling Subduction Zones: Temperature, Fluid Flow, and Earthquakes”
Stelios Flampouris

TBA

TBA

TBA

TBA

Liliana Lefticariu

TBA

No seminar — spring break

TBA

*Tuesday seminar, Sumwalt 305* Scott Burns, AEG Jahns Lecture

“The Mystery of Terroir — The Relationship of Geology, Soils, and Climate to Wine”
TBA

Elowyn Yager

TBA

TBA=To Be Announced. Expect candidates for the Aqueous Geochemistry/Biogeochemistry

position early in the semester, and SEOE Director candidates later in the semester.



