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EDUCATION 
University of South Carolina – Columbia, South Carolina 

Ph.D. in Political Science, expected May 2008 
Major Field: International Relations; Minor Field: Comparative Politics;  
Cognate: Research Methods 

 
Dissertation: The Relationship Between Powerful and Conduct Disordered States: Why 
Are Some States More Prone to ‘Irrational’ Behaivor?, Directed by Harvey Starr 

 
Bueno de Mesquita’s expected utility model has become an accepted model for explaining 
international interaction. It is a comprehensive model which provides explanatory and 
predictive power, yet there are cases where this model fails to explain or predict state 
actions. Using a heteroskedastic probit model, I demonstrate that the unexplained cases are 
not merely random; they are predictable based on a model using psychological theories of 
the etiology and consequences of conduct disorder. This new approach furthers the study 
of international relations by creating a broader framework within which to place our 
already existing theories of state behavior. This approach demonstrates that all states, 
regardless of the expected utility of an action, should not always be viewed equally from a 
foreign policy or international relations research perspective. In other words, all states do 
not have the same decision making calculus, and this model helps group states based on 
these differences. 
 

Inter-university Consortium for Political and Social Research (ICPSR) – Ann Arbor, MI 
 Courses taken: Scaling and multidimensional analysis; Time series analysis 

 
Wake Forest University – Winston-Salem, NC 

B.A. Politics, May 1997 
 

TEACHING & RESEARCH INTERESTS 
International Relations:  international relations theory; conflict and peace processes; 

hegemonic behavior; explanations of deviant state behavior in the international system; 
impacts of globalization on power dynamics in the international system 

Foreign Policy:  US foreign policy coherence and consistency; cross-national foreign policy 
coherence and consistency 
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Comparative Politics:  institutional constraints on state behavior; microfinance and economic 
development strategies; impacts of secularization and the strength of religious groups on 
conflict resolution and behavior 

 
MANUSCRIPTS UNDER REVIEW 
“Divided Government, Divided Foreign Policies?” 
 
“Simulating the Foreign Policy Decision Making Process in the Undergraduate Classroom” 
 
WORKING PAPERS 
“Middle Eastern Secularization and the Use of Formal Negotiation Channels for Conflict 

Resolution with Israel: Do Formal or Informal Channels Have Greater Success?” 
 
“Schizophrenic Foreign Policy in the United States?: Do Consistency and Coherence Exist?” 
 
“Is Schizophrenia Cross-National?: Foreign Policy Consistency and Coherence” 
 
“Presidential Position and Success: Institutional Power and Partisanship, 1953-1996” 
 
CONFERENCE PRESENTATIONS AND SERVICE 
Assistant to Professor Zaryab Iqbal for the Annual North American Meeting of the Peace Science  

Society. November 2-4, 2007. Columbia, SC. 
 
“The Relationship Between Powerful and Conduct Disordered States: Why Are Some States  

More Prone to ‘Irrational’ Behaivor?” Paper presented at the Annual Meeting of the 
International Studies Association, South Region. October 20-21, 2006. Birmingham, AL. 

 
“The Presentation of Oppositional Defiant Behavior among States: Causes and Consequences.”  

Paper presented at the Annual Meeting of the International Studies Association, South Region. 
October 21-23, 2004. Columbia, SC. 

 
Discussant, “Issues in the Arab/Islamic World.” Panel at the Annual Meeting of the International  

Studies Association, South region. October 21-23, 2004. Columbia, SC. 
 
“Parenting in a System of Oppositional Defiant States and Actors.” Paper presented at the  

Annual Meeting of the International Studies Association. March 17-21, 2004. Montreal, 
Canada. 

 
“Exploring the Institutional Constraints of the Liberal Peace: Do Different Types of Democracies  

Have Varying Levels of Armed Conflict Participation?” Paper presented at the Annual 
Meeting of the International Studies Association, South Region. October 17-18, 2003. 
Gainesville, FL. 

 
“Presidential Position and Success: Institutional Power and Partisanship, 1985-1996.” Paper  

presented at the Annual Meeting of the International Studies Association, South Region. 
October 17-18, 2003. Gainesville, FL. 
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ACADEMIC AND PROFESSIONAL EMPLOYMENT 
University of South Carolina – Columbia, South Carolina  July 2004 – May 2007 
 Graduate Student Instructor      
 Department of Political Science (15 sections as the instructor of record) 

POLI 399 (Comparative Politics of the Middle East – Independent Study) – Summer 2005, 
Taught under the supervision of Professor Robert Angel, Director of Undergraduate 
Studies 

POLI 399 (The Impact of the Internet on Political Parties and Campaigns – Independent 
Study) –  Fall 2006, Taught under the supervision of Professor Robert Angel, Director 
of Undergraduate Studies 

POLI 341 (Contemporary US Foreign Policy) – Fall 2006, Spring 2007 
POLI 340 (Conduct and Formulation of US Foreign Policy) – Summer 2006, Spring 2007 
POLI 316 (Introduction to Comparative Politics) – Summer 2004, Spring 2005, Summer 

2005 (2 sections), Spring 2006, Summer 2006 
POLI 105 (Introduction to Politics) – Fall 2005 
POLI 101 (Controversies in World Politics) – Fall 2004, Fall 2005, Spring 2006,  

Fall 2006 
 
University of South Carolina – Columbia, South Carolina  August 2005 – December 2005 

Graduate Assistant for the University Advancement Office 
 
University of South Carolina – Columbia, South Carolina  January 2005 – August 2005 

Graduate Assistant for the Dean’s Office and the Director of Development 
College of Education 
 

University of South Carolina – Columbia, South Carolina  August 2000 – May 2004 
Graduate Research and Teaching Assistant 
Department of Political Science 

Discussion Leader POLI 101 (Controversies in World Politics) – Spring 2004 under the  
supervision of Professor Donald Puchala 

Research and Teaching Assistant to Professor Mona Lyne – Spring 2002, Fall 2003,  
Spring 2004 

 Research and Teaching Assistant to Professor Natalie Kaufman – Fall 2001 
 Research Assistant to Professor Brand Gomez – Fall 2001 
 Research Assistant to Professor George Krause – Spring 2001, Summer 2001 
 Research and Teaching Assistant to Professor Janice Love – Fall 2000, Spring 2001 
 
University of South Carolina – Columbia, South Carolina  Summer 2002 – Summer 2003 

Editorial Assistant for The Journal of Politics under the supervision of Professor William  
Jacoby, Editor 

Department of Political Science; Southern Political Science Association 
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Oak Hill Academy – Mouth of Wilson, Virginia   February 1998 – August 2000 
Instructor of Secondary Education 
Social Studies Department and Spanish Department (Math Department during summer) 

Courses taught: US Government, Spanish I, US History, Algebra I, Math Skills, Business 
Math, Introduction to Computing, and Introduction to Business 

 
HONORS & AWARDS 
University of South Carolina, Columbia, South Carolina 

Sigma Iota Rho International Honor Society, Beta Chapter; Member 2001 – present  
Two Thumbs Up Award from the Office of Disability Services in recognition for making a  

difference in student experiences; May 8, 2007 
Educational Foundation Outstanding Graduate Assistant Teaching Award; April 5, 2006 
Department of Political Science Outstanding Graduate Student Teaching Award;  

April 5, 2006 
Department of Political Science Outstanding International Relations Student; April 7, 2004 
Travel Grant, International Studies Association, South Region; 2003, 2006 
Travel Grant, Department of Political Science; 2004, 2006 
Travel Grant, Department of Political Science Graduate Student Association; 2004, 2006 
Travel Grant, The Graduate School; 2004 
 

INVITED PRESENTATIONS 
“Economic Development, Debt Restructuring, and Grassroots Development” Guest Lecturer, 

POLI 101 (Controversies in World Politics) under the supervision of Professor Donald 
Puchala; University of South Carolina, Columbia, South Carolina – Fall 2005 

 
“Parenting in a System of Oppositional Defiant States and Actors” Presentation as part of the 

Graduate Colloquium Series hosted by the Richard L. Walker Institute of International 
Studies; University of South Carolina, Columbia, South Carolina – April 2, 2004 

 
UNIVERSITY AND PROFESSIONAL SERVICE 
Judge at Discovery Day (a research presentation competition for undergraduate students at the  

University of South Carolina); April 27, 2007 
Secretary/Treasurer, Sigma Iota Rho International Honor Society, Beta Chapter, University of  

South Carolina; Spring 2006 – Spring 2007 
Director, Honors Thesis of Kimberly Wilson with Professor Donald Puchala, Second Reader,  

“Germany’s Golden Twenties,” University of South Carolina Honors College – Spring 2006 
Second Reader, Honors Thesis of Christopher Yandel with Professor Robert Angel, Director,  

“Japanese Postal Privatization,” University of South Carolina Honors College – Spring 2006 
Redesigned and updated the Department of Political Science Graduate Program web page  

(www.cas.sc.edu/poli/grad.html) – Fall 2005, Spring 2006 
Attended, by the request of individual students, functions such as the Chi Omega sorority’s faculty  

tea, picnics at residence halls to recognize faculty, and lunches with students sponsored by 
University 101 courses and Student Affairs, University of South Carolina – Fall 2004, Spring 
2005, Fall 2005, Spring 2006, Fall 2006 

Comparative Politics Search Committee Member, Department of Political Science, University of  
South Carolina – Fall 2004 
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Represented the University of South Carolina on a graduate student panel at the Annual  
Conference of Southern Graduate Schools, Charlotte, NC – February 20-23, 2004 

Provost Search Committee Member, University of South Carolina – Summer 2003 – Summer  
2004 

President, Graduate Student Association, University of South Carolina – Summer 2003 – Summer  
2004 

Vice President, Department of Political Science Graduate Student Association, University of  
South Carolina – Spring 2003 – Spring 2004 

Vice President, Graduate Student Association, University of South Carolina – Summer 2002 –  
Summer 2003 

Secretary, Department of Political Science Graduate Student Association, University of South  
Carolina – Spring 2002 – Spring 2003 

Comparative Politics Search Committee Member, Department of Political Science, University of  
South Carolina – Fall 2001 

Reviewer, Journal of Politics 
Reviewer, Journal of Political Science 
 
PROFESSIONAL AFFILIATIONS 
American Political Science Association   
International Studies Association 
Midwest Political Science Association 
Southern Political Science Association 
Peace Science Society 
 
LANGUAGES 
English – native language 
Spanish – basic proficiency 
American Sign Language – basic proficiency 
Arabic – currently studying 
Serbo-Croatian – currently studying 
 
REFERENCES 
Harvey Starr, Dag Hammarskjöld Professor of International Affairs 
Department of Political Science 
University of South Carolina 
Gambrell Hall   
Columbia, SC  29208 
(803) 777-7292 office 
(803) 777-3109 department office 
(803) 777-8255 department fax 
Email:  starr-harvey@sc.edu  
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Donald J. Puchala, Associate Director of the Richard L. Walker Institute of International and Area  
Studies, and the James F. and Maude B. Byrnes Professor of International Studies 

Walker Institute of International and Area Studies 
Gambrell Hall 
Columbia, SC  29208 
(803) 777-8180 Institute office 
(803) 777-9308 Institute fax 
Email:  puchala@sc.edu  
 
Zaryab Iqbal 
Department of Political Science 
University of South Carolina 
Gambrell Hall 
Columbia, SC  29208 
(803) 777-6795 office 
(803) 777-3109 department office 
(803) 777-8255 department fax 
Email:  iqbal@sc.edu  
 
David Darmofal 
Department of Political Science 
University of South Carolina 
Gambrell Hall 
Columbia, SC  29208 
(803) 777-3109 department office 
(803) 777-8255 department fax 
Email:  darmofal@gwm.sc.edu  
 
Jerel Rosati 
Department of Political Science 
University of South Carolina 
Gambrell Hall 
Columbia, SC  29208 
(803) 777-2981 office 
(803) 777-3109 department office 
(803) 777-8255 department fax 
Email:  Rosati@sc.edu  
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