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The dissertation reexamines the issue of states’ decisions regarding nuclear 
proliferation offering a critical reappraisal of the existing scholarship by examining 
the impact of leaders’ world views on states’ decisions to “go nuclear.” While 
applying theoretical perspectives from both realism and liberalism the scholarship 
covering proliferation has largely failed to utilize agent-based cognitive models. 
Utilizing the expanding research agenda of operational code analysis the project 
reveals the world views of leaders of states that have faced the proliferation 
dilemma offering insight as to how they perceive the world around them. Through 
operational code analysis leaders’ preferences can be better understood, thereby 
providing a critical variable to increase the explanatory and predictive power of 
pre-existing approaches. 
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Preferences of Mu’ammar Qadhafi.” 

 
 
WORKING PAPERS 
& PRESENTATIONS “Beliefs and the Bomb: The impact of leaders’ world views and strategic preferences on 
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