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A 19th Century Mill Site on Fort Jackson
By Audrey R. Dawson and Christopher Ohm Clement

In August of 2005, the Applied
Research Division investigated the
Garner’s Mill site on Fort Jackson just
east of Columbia.  Small grist and/or
flour mills were common fixtures on
the rural landscape in the early 19th

century.  The area of Fort Jackson,
like other rural areas, was dominated
by small subsistence farms, and mills
were erected to grind their corn and/
or other grains into flour or meal.
Milling transformed the crops into a
valuable commodity that could be
more useful to the farmer and/or
more easily transported to market.
These mills were often family
operations that
served farmers
within several
miles of the
mill.  When the
rural farmsteads
disappeared
from the
landscape, the
mills were no
longer
necessary and,
in turn, were
either

abandoned or razed.
Garner’s Mill, on Colonel’s

Creek, is unique in that parts of the
mill dam are still intact.  The site was
initially identified during a 1991
survey.  The survey indicated that it
was eligible for inclusion on the
National Register of Historic Places
and, other than the limited
excavations conducted during the
survey, no further work has occurred
at the site.  Goals of the current
project included systematic shovel
testing to delineate the site’s
boundary, an intensive metal

Fig. 1:  Intact remains of timber frame dam at Garner's Mill.
(SCIAA photo)

See GARNER'S MILL, Page 4


