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Director’s Note SCIAA Director
By Thorne Compton

Prof. Charles Cobb will be assuming
responsibility for the direction of
SCIAA in the next few months, and
we are all excited about his coming
and leading SCIAA into a new and
exciting future.  That prospect has led
me to step back and take a look at
what I have learned about this
remarkable organization over the past
year.

When I stepped in to help with
SCIAA, I was already well aware of
the contribution that SCIAA research
had made to the understanding of
South Carolina archaeology and
history.  I knew much of the work—
but not many of those who had
created it.  Over the past year I have
learned a great deal about the
remarkably hardworking, creative,
and committed people who work
with SCIAA that is not in their
articles, reports, and published work.

Within universities, research is
often seen as an end in itself, and
researchers feel that they have done
their job when they publish their
results.  Their relationship to those
outside their disciplines or off the
campus is often tenuous and
grudging.  What is remarkable
about SCIAA is that so many of
our researchers understand that
their work is in the context of a
broader world and that there are a
wide range of people from small
farmers to amateur historians to
hobby archaeologists, to Native
American leaders to African
American historians, to
corporation CEOs to our neighbors
on whom SCIAA’s research has
often had immediate and very
important impact.

While perusing division
reports may not be your favorite
way to spend an evening, I have

found that process to be very
rewarding this year.  In reading the
report of the research group at
SRARP, what is immediately clear is
that this is a group of outstanding
scientific researchers who have spent
a great deal of their time connecting
their research to the people of their
community.  Under the leadership of
Mark Brooks this group of young
researchers have compiled a very
impressive research record while
developing educational programs
that serve a wide variety of people in
their community and across the
state.

While most of us think of
archaeology as being about old
things and ancient times, I am struck
with the excitement and energy of
the young archaeologists that are
transforming the work of SCIAA.
They are developing new ways to
explore, discover, and to present the
past—and they are changing the
future of their disciplines.  Young
scholars like Adam King, Chris
Gillam, Chris Clement, Mike Stoner
and so many others are doing
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