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It is with considerable humility and
pride that | assume the reins as the
Director of SCIAA effective July 1.
Although many in the readership
may know my work or me, there may
still be many who do not, so a brief
bio is in order. To go way back in
time, I’m not sure what really pushed
me in this direction, but my first
exciting encounter with southeastern
archaeology occurred in northeastern
Arkansas. There, my Cub Scout troop
visited the Hampson Museum, at that
time a privately owned facility that
housed a fabulous collection from the
Nodena site, a late Mississippian
village. Not too many years after that
my family lived about six years
overseas because of my father’s
career in the U.S. Air Force. The
opportunity as a teenager to visit
such places as Pompeii and Rome
certainly sparked my interest in the
past, leading me to pursue an
undergraduate degree in
anthropology at the University of
Arizona.

Following graduation, | spent
nearly a year back in my home state
working for the Arkansas
Archeological Survey, a move which
cemented my decision to pursue a
career in archaeology (despite
working at Toltec Mounds outside of
Little Rock during the infamous
summer of 1980, when temperatures
surged above 100 degrees for about
30 days straight. | still don’t think
I've properly re-hydrated). | then
moved on to Southern lllinois
University at Carbondale where my
interests focused on Mississippian-
period archaeology. After receiving
my PhD, | worked for New South
and then Garrow & Associates, both
Atlanta firms, for about 18 months.

It’s during this period that I directed
the Phase Il archaeology related to
the replacement of the Mt. Pleasant
Bridge in Charleston. This was soon
after hurricane Hugo struck, and |
still remember my astonishment at
seeing church spires scattered on the
ground. Upon moving to South
Carolina this June, | had my first
chance to see the soaring Ravenel
Bridge that now connects Charleston
and Mt. Pleasant. While there may
be those who miss the old bridge, |
must confess that my healthy fear of
heights made for some anxious
moments over the water on what |
remember as a very narrow and
rickety structure.

The allure of a career in
academia led me to the State
University of New York at
Binghamton, where I’ve been
between 1990 and my return to the
South this year. Despite (or because
of) living in a climate where snowfall
is measured in feet rather than
inches, | continued to pursue my
Mississippian studies, primarily in
southern Illinois. The vigorous
Mississippian cultures and sizable
mound sites in that portion of the
state reflect its very long-term
southern connections. The
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