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Because of rising costs and increased
demand, it is necessary for us to continue
to update our mailing list to include only
those who are interested in receiving
Legacy. We are also seeking donations
from the readership to continue the
publication of Legacy each year. Please
send the enclosed envelope to me

indicating whether you want to receive
Legacy. Contributions will be
appreciated. Thank you so much for the
tremendous support since the last issue
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Drought Triggers Archaeology at
Santee Cooper's Dry Lake Beds

By Jonathan Leader

The drought that has gripped South
Carolina for many months has
lowered the water level by about
eight feet below normal in Lakes
Marion and Moultrie. As the water
recedes in the shallow reservoirs
numerous archaeological and historic
sites are being uncovered. This is
providing what may well be a once
in a lifetime opportunity to redress
an unfortunate situation that has
existed since 1939.

Lakes Marion and Moultrie were
the brainchild of T. C. Williams.
Williams, owner of the Columbia
Railway and Navigation Co, saw the
formation of the lakes, a
hydroelectric generator plant/dam
and the lock that connected the lakes
as a means of advancing his business
interests and the area. This was not
the first time that he had engaged in
this type of project. Williams was the
spark plug behind the Lake Murray

See SANTEE COOPER, PAGE 4

of Legacy. Please visit www.sc.edu/sciaa
to see Legacy in color. Nena Rice
(nrice@sc.edu)
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Fig. 1: Brick sturcture at Ferguson Mill in dry lake bed of Lake Marion. (FPhoto
courtesy of Jim Welch)




